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PREFACE. 



The liistoiy of James Parnell, (who 
I at the early age of sixteen, was made " an 
I able minister of the Gospel," and when 
I abont nineteen, was called to evidence the 
I stability of his faith, and to seal his testi- 
mony to the Truth, by long and painful 
1 suffering, even unto death,) cannot but be 
[ interesting to the religious Society, which 
I numbers liim among the first advocates of 
f Its principles, and which has to place his 
I Jianie first on the list of its martyrs. His 
l^filiaracter is already well known to Friends, 
ubeing remarkable for youthful dedication, 
utMuIness, zeal, and patient endurance, 
r the cause of Truth; but hitherto there 
8 not appeared any det-iiled account of 
I life. The following sketch lias been 
ircd, with tlie Iio|)c that hia wottK-j 
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example might thus be made more exten- 
sively useful. His career, thougli bright, 
was very short; the memoir, therefore, is 
necessarily brief. The materials from whicli 
it has been compiled, are scanty and scat- 
tered; it is, therefore, defective in many 
particulars, winch would doubtless be in- 
teresting, but which now probably can 
never be known. Some letters and extracts 
from his writings, have been interspersed : 
these liave been selected principally, with 
a view to illustrate his character — the 
condition of the religious community in 
this country, at the time of the rise of our 
Society — and the truths, which our early 
Friends believed themselves especially re- 
quired to press upon tlie attention of their 
fellow-men. Some slight verbal alteiations, 
corrections, and transpositions have heen 
made, but throughout the sense of the 
original has been cai-efuUy preserved; in a 
few instances, where the meaning appeared 
'jplwcure, these alterations have beeo 



Bclcnowledgedbytheuseofbrackets. Mauy 
other of hia writings arc very excellent, and 
Indicate a deeply reflective and enlightened 
mind ; they are, however, frequently pro- 
lix, and as the same subjects have been 
treated on more forcibly, by other members 
of our Society, it does not appear necessary 
to re-publish them here. 

There is one class amongst us, to which 
the compiler would particularly recommend 
Ih© perusal of this memoir, — Ike yotmg 
Surely they may see in the early 
dedication, and the steady perseverance of 
this faithful youth, a stimulus to increased 
exertion in the cause of truth and righte- 
if happily, they have already 
|iren in their names, to serve in the 
lAnb's warfare. But, are then? not those, 
who may here read a reproof for their 
nness in relation to the holy 
KtimanieB, for which James Parnell, 
llkrough divine grace, was made wiUing 
> vuiTer, even unto denth '. Oh ', m«v 



these hear the reproof, and be led to 
examine, with earnest desires for divine 
guidance, the foundation on which those 
testimonies are built. It ia believed, 
that such an cxanu nation, if pursued 
in a right spirit, would lead them to 
the undoubting conclusion, that our ejurly 
Friends did not " follow cunningly deyiaed 
fables," nor suffer for the mere opinions 
and notions of men, but that tliey were 
taught by the Spirit, principles in accor- 
dance with immutable truth — principles, 
which appear only the more bright, the 
more fully they are brought to the 
searching light of the Sun of righteous- 
ness.- — And let ua all remember that, the 
power which upheld the faithful James 
Pamell, is still the same. The arm of 
Omnipotence is not shortened; His ear 
has not become heavy. Let there be only 
the same unquestioning obedience, — the 
same willingness to follow without mur- 
muring, the manifested will of God, — the 



flsme faithful reliance on His guidance,— 
the same practical assurance that. He will I 
give strength to His children, according to J 
the requiring of the day ; and we shall know J 
now, as it was known then, that the Lord I 
waiting to be gracious," waiting forj 
ready hearts and willing minds, to which I 
He would maJ^e known the greatness of 1 
His power, the riches of His grace, and! 
the preciousness of His salvation. 

H. C. 
London, 
8tk Month, 1846. 
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JAMES PARNELL. 



James Parnell was bom at Betford, in Not- 
tinghamsbire, in 1637." It is not easy to 
aacertain the precise station of life in which 
lie moved. It ia stated in the mittimus by 
which he was committed to Colchester Castle, 
that he was a "labourer." He says of him- 
self that he was engaged in his "outward 
calling," when he was not occupied in the 
service of Truth ; and that " he challenged no 
property in the earth." It is hence probable, 
that his circumstances were humble. Our 
]iisti>rian, Sewel, informs us that he was 
trained up in the schools of literature ;" a 
statement probably derived ftom a remark 
of James Pamell, that he was " sent unto 
■diools of human learning for to learn human 
OeoTgt Fox atitei thai he wu about I6,iDieS3.— 
Jonnul, Lecd> Edition, 231. Anil Stepben Criip, Ihit 
bewu 18, in 1S5S.— UtaTeatimon; to Jamea PunEU. 



wisdom, for which end the schools are j 
Stable." His writings, however, seem to 
indicate that, whilst he had received an edu- 
cation beyond the raedium oF that day, it 
was but limited ; and it certainly was 
not extended beyond his fourteenth year- 
Henry Tuke, with good reason, supposes, 
he might have received instruction at the 
Grammar School at Retford ; and it is highly 
probable, tBat the following remark of James 
Farnell had reference to the classieal authors, 
" Many of the books which are read [in the 
schools of human learning] are much for 
the corrupting of youth, and nourishing the 
wild, profane nature, which then ruled iu 



He thus commences a short account, which 
lie wrote whDst in Colchester Castle, of his 
religious experience; — "First, I shaO give 
the reader a declaration of the work of God 
in my sou!, and the conversion ui my heart 
from darkness unto Hia marvellous light; 
and from the power of aatan unto God 
and from the path of death intc 

*"Fniits of a Fsat;" from which r 
follows, reapeoling liis conversioii, is de 
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of life, where I now walk in the light of 
Bij God, Willi the ransomed of the Lord, 
who are travelling towards the holy city : 
And also the cause of my coming forth into 
tiie world to declare the Trutli, for which 
suffer bonds by the persecuting gene- 
iBtion." He saya that he was once a chUd 
«f -wrath, as all are by nature, and followed 
courses and ways of the world. 
Hi* wicked natural propensities were nou- 
rished by the education he received ; so that, 
wlUlBt at achool, and after leaving it, the 
depravity of heart remained, and he 
giew in sin, and continued to fc 
■mfiil vanities of the world. He was trained 
in the customary worship of the nation, 
1 attended the service on Firat-days ; but 
Tiis religious exercises were not I 
with any real conversion of heart, and were 
Viidertaken in his own carnal will, I 
ofUrwards regarded them as mere idolatry. 

But, even at this season, whilst estranged 

in his heart from God, and following the 

gratifications of the carnal mind, he was, 

e to time, sensible of the Tisitations 

heBTenly Hght; not indeed, H\cn Vi 
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to him to be of heavenly origin, hut at 
first " shining in darkness, " unco tnpreh ended, 
as to whence it came, or whither it went. 
This would spring up in his heart when 
he was alone, and reprove hin) in secret for 
hia tranagrcssions ; by which he was often 
led into serious self-esamination, and con- 
sideration of his ways ; and life and death 
were at times set before his eyes in such a 
manner, as to cause him to determine to forsake 
sin; hut, heing ignorant that these " reproofs 
of instruction" were the strivings of the Spirit 
of Truth with him, and not yet knowing 
tJiat al! strength and sufficiency to overcome 
sin, could be derived &om God alone, these 
determinations were made in his own will, 
and were kept only till his resolutions were 
tested by some fresh temptation, when the 
careless mind again wandered, and "led him 
still to delight his heart in the vanity, which 
the eye saw, and the ear heard." But the 
pleasure derived from such vanities passed 
away with the using, and he was left to jndg" 
raeuts renewed for his transgression ; for the 
Spirit of Truth still followed him, " convinced 
him of sin," and called him to repentance and 



amendment of life. The more he inclined bis 
mind, and drew near to God, in these inward 
manifestations, he found that God drew 
unto him, so that he had at length thankfully 
confess that " He was found of him when, 
he son^t not;" for he felt that it 
free, unmerited, and unsought goodness of tha 
Lord towards him, " thechief of siimers," tlutt>l 
called him to repentance, and in time wrought 
also a reformation of heart ; thus working 
him " both to will and to do," and plucking 
him as a brand from the burning, to make 
htm an instrument of honour in Uis house. 
James Pamell states that he was, accord 
Iiis age, " as perfect in sin" as any in 
town where he lived, and that he excee 
many in the wickedness of his life. In 

he was loved by the worldly-mind< 
around him, as being one of themselves. 
when the Lord had been "pleased to m 
known His power in him, and to turn 
lieait towards Him, truly to seek Him." 
change which was effected by divine gi 
id him to become a wonder to them, 
ihey hated and turned from him, in his 
verted slate, as iiniih ns tlicy had sought 
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while be was leading an ungodly life ; and 
even his own relatives, being in that carnal 
disposition of mind, which understandeth not 
the things of the Spirit, endeavoured to draw 
him away from faithfulness tu God, and ta 
destroy the work wliieh He had begun in his 
heart ; and whea they eould not prevail on 
him to conform to the world, in its ■' invented 
fiisbions, customs, traditions, its ways, fellow- 
ship and worship," (for his eye, having being 
opened by the power of God, he perceived the 
idolatry of such things, and could no longer 
practise them,) they became his greatest 
enemies, and excited persecution against him, 
so that he became " a mock in the streets," and 
was accounted unworthy to live amongst them, 
and some even said, it would be doing (rod 
service to kill him. But says this dedicated 
He that called me out from araonftst 
Himself, that I migbtno longer foL 
ain courses of the world, noi 
in tbings below, but that I might serv 
newness of life, that in me Hi 



youth, ' 

low the 
delight 
Him in 



manship might appear to the confounding t 
. die heathen, who knew Uim not, He by i 
mm kept me, and gave mc strength ti 



His crosa and despise the sbame ; so that 
neither fair words nor foul words coiild cause 
me to deny, what God by His grace had 
wrought in my heart." And feeling the pre- 
ciousness of being brought into spiritual rela- 
tionship with his heavenly Father, — feeling 
the incoroparablc value of being a son of God, J 
and if a son, then an heir, an heir of God, and I 
a joint-heir with Christ, he was made willin^rl 
and enabled to come out from amon^ his kin- I 
dred and acquaintance, and to "become afl 
stranger to them who loved Dot the Truth." I 

The real conversion of his soul, evidenced I 
by a walk which became the high vocadon I 
with which he was called, had the effect oFfl 
clearly manifesting the worldly character otfl 
the priests, whose ministry he had been accua- I 
tomed to attend. ^\liilst he lived in the vain I 
eonversation of the world, they took no notice ■ 
ofhim, eithiT to reprove or to inBtruct him^l 
for, being themselves as deepin the world'cfl 
■jnrit as others, they upheld by their livei- I 
rad conversations, that evil which they con- fl 
denmed in their sermons, and thus disquaiiKcd fl 
themselveB for labouring for the conversion I 

the individual inemhets of the Socle. Tbtt«fl 



condemned sin in the aggregate, but feared to 
speak against it in particular cases, lest they 
should bring a reflection on their own lives i 
but aa soon as James Famell nianifested, by 
a closer walk with God, that he was truly 
and in earneat, on God's aide, — as soon as 
fimits manifested that he had been grafted 
into tbe true vine, and livingly partook of its 
living sap, they became his enemies, and said, 
" he was deluded." When James Purnell found 
that the prieata were carnal, and, with the 
people who followed them, had only a 
form, whilst they denied li?life and power 
of true religion, he separated from them, and 
sought a people with whom he might have 

George Fox left his relations, and was en- 
gaged in his mission in a private way, as early 
as 1643 ; but it was not till 1648 that he com- 
menced his ministry in an extensively public 
manner, at which time he says, "Divers meet- 
ings of Friends, in several plaees, were gathered 
together to God's teachings, by his light, spirit, 
and power." The great work which has been 
mentioned as progressively going on in James 
Paraell's mind, and the decisive step of aepa- 



nting himaelf from the national mods of wor- 
■hip, took place before he was fifteen years of 
age. that is, before 1653, by which time 
Frienda must have been known as a people." 
There were, however, no Friends in the place 
where James Pamell lived, and up to this time 
be bad hud no intercourse with any of those, 
with whom he afterwards united himself, as to 
a people, who were gathered to " worship God 
in Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the Aesh." Indeed, it is dear 
from his own writings, that the work was the 
work of God alone by His Spirit in his heart ! 
and he forms one among the many instances' 
with which the early history oE oui Society 
abounds, of those who, without communication 
with others, were led by the same Spirit to 
adopt some of the most important principles 
of Truth. 

It seems probable, that it was in the year 
1651, when he was about fourteen years of 
Oge, that he separated froni camnl professors, 
■ad sought a people with whom be might be- 
! united in religous fellowship : and, he 
Mj>, " there wan a people, with whom I found 

■ Frienili hrld no mediiiK in London, till 16M. 



nafe 



{ miles from tiie town where I Uved," 
L d th t of the dark 



whom th L d tl 

world, t tdwt tier d wait upon his 
name.' W th th h b the reproach of 

Chriat, d wiD g f H s sake, to be 
numbe d am th h w e regarded as 

the off un f th rth hut in their 
affliction nd p rs uti f the Saviour's 
Hake, th y J d m b nng that it was 

written th t th v wh w Id live godly in 
Him,sh Id uff p t ndconsidered 

it great n h t b H p pi , and to suffer 
the hatr d ! nte pt 1 11 than to enjoy 
" the pi t f eason ; " and 

knowin th t th y w suff g for His sake, 
they felt th fid fi d n Him alone, 

and in His strength were raised above all their 
tiiah. 

" About this time," aaya James Pamell, " I 
was about fifteen years of age ; and afterwards 
I was called forth to visit some Friends in the 
north part of England, with whom I had union 
in spirit before I saw their faces." It was 
probably during this visit to the north, that 
be went to see George Fox, wlio in 1653 
was in prison at Carlisle, in whose journal we 



find it atated, " whilst I was in the dungeon 
Carlisle, James Pamell, a little kd, of about 
sixteen years of age came to see me 
convinced." Fcom this remark of George 
Fox, it appears that James FarDell had not 
till this time, had any intercourse with Friends 
although the people with whom he had be- 
fore associated in religious worship,* had beeB' 
brought near to some of their principles ; and 
what has gone before, it is evident that 
i Pamell had already experienced real 
of heart; had heen brought to see 
the formality of the priests, and liad separated 
tdmself from the customary form of worship- 
to wait on the Lord alone ; so that by this 
interview with George Fox, he was merely 
convinced, that the Truth which he preached^ 
iras the same as that into which he had'! 
faimself been led by the Spirit of Tnith ; 
word, that the despised and persecuted people,! 
called Quakers, were the people chosen of God, 
that day, to shew forth His praise. 
Oetirgc I'ux was at this time about thirl 
le jears of age, and hod been engaged 
the Tnith about seven years. 

They weri- i.rnb.bly " Seeker.." 
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iBuat have been an unspeakable comfort to 
him, when imprisoned for the Truth's sake, to 
have received this visit from a " little lad ;" to 
hear from him " what the Lord had done 

I for his soul," and to trace in his experience 
fresh evidence of the substantial reality of 
those great principles, which had been opened 
to his own mind. And not leas comfortii 
must it have been to Jamea Parncll, to b 
with this father in Israel, and to receiv 
confirmation of his own ftuth, and a dee 
conviction of the Truth, by intercourse i 
such an elder. It is remarkable, howcvei 
that he nowhere mentions the nanie of GeoiJ 
Fox. It is nncertain how long James Pamd 
staid with him ; but we find him mentioned t 
being in his company at Drayton, where 1 
had a dispute with Nathaniel Steph 
several other priests, in 1654." 

James Pamell retmned home from the northjS 
and for a time pursued his outward callingfT 
and was favoured to experience the Lord'fe 
work progressing in him, and His Truth n 
and more fully manifested to his soul. Ke 
ing faithful to the measure of light impart* 

^^_ * Joumiil a( C. F. p. 2ES. 
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to him, through the strength of divine grace, 

be was soon called to proclaim the Truth to 

otben. George Fox aays, " the Lord quickly 

DMde him a powerful minister of the Word of 

life, and many were turned to Christ by him, 

though he lived not long."* At first, he was 

not sent far from his home in the service of 

Truth ; and whilat occasionally engaged in the 

Lord's work, was still concerned to fill up the 

intcrniediate time with diligent attention to his 

^OQtward calling. When between seventeen 

uid eighteen years of age, probably about the 

iddle of 1 G5i, he was sent to a people, about 

'fifteen miles distant, to whom the Lord was 

Bnmking known His Truth. He did not know, 

n he left his home, that he should have to 

> further than that place ; but when there, 

» moved to go to Cambridge, and from 

k Urae, he was apparently exclusively occu- 

d in the Lord's service, either by preaching, 

Bby writing epistles to confirm those who were 

^nvinced, or books against the opponents of 

r by lying in prison for his testimony, 

(■nd fiuthfulness to the cause of Christ. 

Re went t-o Cambridge without knowing 
• Journal ofG, P. p. 231, 



what was to be done for hira there, or what he 
might have to do; and without beinp acquaint- 
ed with any in that place, who would re- 
ceive him into their houses. He had heard 
that the Mayor of Camhridge had caused two 
Friends" to be whipped for declaring the 
Truth, aa they passed through the town, and 
not knowing but that a similar portion await- 
ed him, in obedience to apprehended duty, and 
without conferring with flesli and blood, or 
being intimidated by the rumour of persecn- 
tion which others had experienced, he faithful- 
ly proceeded on his journey, and was comfort- 
ed by tlie Lord's presence and direction. 

Having arrived at Cambridge he was gladly 
received by some, and learnt that there was 
a Friend in prison for declaring the satoe 
testimony, with which he was himself com- 
missioned. This did not deter hira, however, 
from publishing, within a fortnight after Ma 
arrival, two papers, the one " against the 
corruption of the magistrates," and the other 
"against the corruption of the priests;" for 

• Tlieee were Eliiabelli Williams and Marj FiahoTj 
a few weeks aHar, when Jameiwas before tbc Mayor, he 
bouted that he had caused " two of his eislen to be 
whipped," 
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which he wns committed by William Pickering. 
the mayor, to priBon. The day of this com- 
mittal appears from tlie following remark in a 
letter from Richard Hubberthom to Francis 
Howgill, dated 4th of 7th (9th) month, 
1654 ; — " James Parnell and 1 are in the dun- 
geon as yet, where we were put the 28tb of 
this last month ; but we feet the mighty power 
of God, and are in joy and peace in the Lord : 
to Him be praise eternal for evermore."* 
James Parnell might have escaped this impri- 
■onroent, if he had been willing to '* give 
bond for his good behaviour;" in allusion 
ta which he has remarked : — " I am redeemed 
ont of the generation [which is guilty] of 
misdemeanours ; and was bound to good 
bebftviour by a stronger bond than man can 
make." He was detained in prison, at Cam- 
bridge, for the space of two Eessiona, his 
enemies not being able to charge him with the 
breach of any law. At the second seSEion, a 
jni7 was summoned, and an attempt made to 
prove the papers which he had published, 
** teandaUnu and seditious." The jury-men 
^ipear to have been possessed of a more 
• I.tii»r«, etc., of Etrly FiUnd*. 
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independent Bpirit than was common in those 
daVB, when a few individuals often had 
power to twist them as tbey would, to act 
againat every thing aasotiated with our sense 
of what is due to our fellow-men, and to the 
established laws of the community. They 
brought in their verdict, ''tkal they found 
nothing, but that the papers were his." His 
enemies being thus crossed in their intendona 
of obtaining a legal form, under the cloak of 
which they might continue to persecute him, 
although they had so long unjustly detained 
him in confinemunt, did not immediately 
liberate him, but re-committed him to prison 
for three days ; and then sent him out of the 
town, under an escort of men bearing arms 
and staves, and with "a pass under the name 
oi a rogue." But on the day following, a justice 
of the peace, coming &om Cambridge, and 
knowing that he was innocent, " witnessed 
the pass to be &lse, and took it back." Thus 
James Pamell was set at liberty. But, notwith- 
standing the rough usage be had experienced 
during his first visit, he soon believed it 
required of him to return to Cambridge again; 
wher^ and in parts adjoining, he openly and 



freely proclaimed the Truth about the space of 
half a year. Many gladly received his mes- 
sage; but he saya, "there were more adver- 
aaries : yet Truth spread, and conquered ever 
■Ut enemies." 

James Pamell, being young in years and of 
»"little stature." and ''mean in liis outward 
{rresenee and appearance," was denominated 
" the quaking boy," by the " envious profes- 
sors," against whose formality and carnal 
'security he was engaged to testify. Samuel 
Cater had been an elder among the Baptists, 
"but baring been convinced of the Truth 
tiirough James Pamell's ministry, he became 
iffectionately attached to him, and kept with 
( much as he possibly could ; he had 
thus an opportunity of becoming intimately 
acquainted with him, not only as related to 
]UB public ministry and doctrine, but also as tti 
* private character. He informs us that, not" 
Withstanding his youth and mean appearance, 
Mremarkablyendowed with divine wisdom, 
knd "in the name and power of the living God," 
ma enabled "to stop the mouths of those. 
Fbo Clime forth in the strength of the power <>f 
telcneM to oppose the Truth of Ood, to catch 
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them in their own snares, and to confoiai 
them in the aight of all who had eyes to a 
He had " a good gift to declare the Tmfli/! 
was full of zeal and heavenly conrage in 
bearing an unflattering testimony to al", and 
was eminently qualified for every service to 
which he waa called, being enabled to divide 
the word aright, both by giving instruction to 
honest, seeking minds, and by marking oat 
and manifesting deceivers. He called people 
to repentance, and to turn to the light of the 
Spirit of Truth which visited their hearts, that 
through the power of Jesus Christ they might 
come to experience their souls renewed, their 
lives sanctified, and their hearts brought into 
peace with God. He eshorted them to come 
away from the teachings of carnal men, and 
from their confidence in the arm and wisdom 
of flesh, to lean on the strength, and depend 
on the teachings of, Jesus Christ alone, — to 
learn in His Light their own conditions, and 
the way to an efficacious apprehension of Him, 
as their Saviour. And when any had turned to 
the Truth, he was earnest in his exhortations 
to them, that they might be careful to walk in 
the Truth to ■which they had tvimed, to watch 
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nnto it, to walk in God's fea.r, and to deny 
themselves; to bear ihe dnily cross, and to be 
^tbfulto that little measure of liglit and truth 
which had been already received, that thua 
ihey might come to know more. But he not 
only proclaimed good doctrines, hut was fllao 
a good example and pattern in life and con- 
TCTsation, by -vchich he preached the Truth to 
them, as well as by words. He was grave, 
homble, blameless in his conversation, and 
unspotted from the world ; patient and meek 
under the sufferings he endured for the sake of 
ChriBt ; diligent and willing in the Lord's ser- 
vice, even at the "jeopardy of his life." Thus 
hii presence was a strength and comfort to the 
upright, hut an awe and dread to those who 
did not walk answerably to the profession 
which they made. "He was," Thomas 
Bayles has remarked, " an innocent man, and 
lived in the testimonies and the fear of God : 
lifl sought nothing here for himself, but alone 
laboured and travailed, that the people might 
be brought unto the knowledge and love of 
Ood."» 

The reader will be interested in the fol- 

orSnniuclCsletaudTbomu Bai-lci. 
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lowing treatise, selected £rom James Parnell's 
works; it appears to have been the first of 
his publications.* It waa written in 1654, 
when he was seventeen years uf age. It is 
entitled, 

"ATRIAL OP Faith: wherein is discovered 
the ground of the faith of the hypocrites, 
which perishes ; and of the faith of the 
SAINTS, which is founded upon the Ever- 
lasting Rock ; so that all iDay see what their 
faith is, and what they trust to." 



" Come ! try your faith, — all you profcBsors 
of godliness, of God, and of Christ; who say 
God is your Father, and Christ your Re- 
deemer; and that you believe ia God, and 
are saved through faith in Christ. Corae ! 
search the ground and bottom of your fiuth, 
upon what it is built ; for the faith and hope 
of the hypocrite perish, (Job. viii. 13.) which 
stand in words, and on an imateadfast foun- 
dation. 

■Witbthe eiceptioD, per!iaps,or a Tract vrittm in 
coi^unctioD nitb Richard Hubberthoni, wMlal impri- 
Boned Id Cambiidge. 
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You say, you are saved by the blood of 
Christ, and by his stripes you are healed ; 
and 80 would make Him the ground of your 
(aith. But from what are you saved ? and of 
what ore you healed? Search within, and 
Christ came to save and redeem sinnera 
from their sins, and to heal them of its wound, 
■to bruise the serpent's head, — to hind the 
Strong man and cast him out of his house ; 
and to open the prison-dootB, to set at liberty 
the imprisoned, and to lead captivity captive ; 
to cast antichrist out of the temple of God, 
who sits there as God, and says he is God. . 
And Christ came to rend that veil of darkness, I 

I open the eyes of the blind, and to unstop 
the deaf etna, — and to make blind those that 

see, and to make deaf those that can hear ; 
to give strength to the weak, and to make 
weak those that are strong ; to feed the hungry, 

to famish that which is led ; to make a 
ceparation betwi:ct the precious and the vile, 
betwixt the wheat and the tares — the sheep 
and the goats ; and to purchase to man, that 
which man has lost. To this end is He come. 
And they who can witness this, can witneu 
Hinit and may claim an interest in Him, and J 



r 



92 MEMOIR Of ^H 

have nn assurance of tlieir salvation : and 
their faith will stand against the beast, and 
overcome; for the Lamb shall get the victory. 
But they who cannot -witness this, cannot, 
■witness Christ, and so are reprobates concern- 
ing the faith. Now, here, all jou drunkards 
are shut out; here, all you swearers are 
shut out ; here, all you proud an J covetous, 
and lustftil ones ate shut out ; here, all you 
scoffers, and scorners, and backbiters, revilera, 
extortioners, and envious ones, gamers and 
sporters arc shut out. And all you aelf- 
righteous professors who live in the fashions 
and customs of the world, deli^'hting in the 
pleasures and vanities of the world, and having 
fellowship with it, whose conversation is among 
the children of the world ; all in one geiiera- 
tian, cleansing only the outside of the cup, 
whilst the inside is full of lust and filthineat, 
pride, covetousness, and ali uncleanliness ; 
whited walls and painted sepulchres are ye, 
who deceive the carnal eye and ear: — bal the 
Lord searchetk the heart. You are all ehut out 
of the true faith, which purifies the heart ; the 
serpent is head in you, and your strong man 
ki>eps Ihi' house, and ii stronger than he is no' 
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I yet come; but antiehriet sits in the kingdom, 
and reigns as an " ange! of light :" and the 
of sin is yet fresh — the veil of dark- 
I spread over you, and death reigns. 
Christ lies low in the itianger. and the inn ie 
taken up with other gueats. And here, you 
. challenge no interest in the blood of 
Christ ; you have nothing to do to talk of God 
and Christ, and have no right assurance of 
yonr salvation. All your fnith is vain, and 
your hope vain ; and the foundation thereof is 
■andy, and will not stand in the day of trial, 
but will be as a broken reed to lean upon : 
iUld all your prayers and praises, Kiugings, 
, baptiBniH and sacraments, upon which 
von build your faith, and think to merit withal, 
are all in vain, being ofi'ered up from an un- 
•dean heart. For how can your hearts be 
n whilst you live in sin ? for sin lodges in 
yonr hearts ; and while sin is there, purity 
cannot dwell there ; nothing that is pure can 
come forth from an unclean vessel ; God does 
'not put his treasure in an unclean vessel. He 
it pure and receives nothing that is impure. 
AikI here, all your faith is shewn to be vniii ; 
r you destroy your faith out of your own 



mouths, who say you believe you shall never 
overcome sin i>o long as you are in this world, 
and that you shall never he made free from sin. 
And here you shew that your faith is not built 
upon Christ, who came to destroy the works of 
the devil and to cleanse from all sin : and they, 
whose faith was huiit upon Him did witness it, 
and said, " The blood of Christ hath cleansed 
UB from all sin ; and they that are Christ's have 
crucified the ileGh with the affections and lusti 
thereof, which are the ground of &in ; and he 
that behevetli is bom of God ; and he that is 
bom of God cannot commit sin." So now, 
what right assurance have you of your salva- 
tion ; or upon what is your faith built, when 
hoth Christ and the Scriptures testify against 
you ? Faith, wiiicli is not built on the Rock, 
Christ Jesus, is vain, and perishes ; and he 
who hath the [right] hope in him, purifieth 
himself, even as Ho is pure. Here your faith 
ia searched, tried and proved, and is found all 
vain and perishing; and so is not built upon 
the Rock, which perishetli not. 

" Therefore, come down, all you high-minded 
Pharisees ; lay aside all your profeasions ; 
throw down all your old building, and begin 



and lay n new fouudation. For the liiglier 
the phariaee climbs, the greater will be his 
fall: and he that will be 'wise must first 
bemne a fool ; for man by his own iviadom 
knoni not God. Therefore the phariaee, who 
stands in his own wisdom, is shut out from 
the saving knowledge of God. 

" And all you wilfully blind, carnal, ignoi 
creatures, whom my soul pities, when I 
how ignorantly you are led, who pin your 
Eaith on the sleeves of your forefathers, and 
lire in lightness and wantonness, spending 
your youth in vanity, in gaming, pleasure and 
spordng ; in drankenness, swearing, and 
lying t ui vain talk and foolish jestings ; 
in pride, lust and filthiiiesa ; and say, 
jICK foUom your forefaiheTs; and that your 
pleasures arc pastime and recreation ; and 
your vain talk and foolish jesting is pastime 
and merriment ; and so you pass your time 
away, and say your drinking, and rioting, 
and feasting, arc goodfellowsfaip and net^t- 
hourhood : and so you cover your sins 
iniquities. But, woo unto him that hides 
tin, and covers his iniquity ! All this 
■profit you nothing ; neither can your foi 
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fatLers excuse you before the Lord. For in 
the beginning Eve could not justiiy Adam, 
nor excuse him ; but he was condemned, 
beeause he hearkened to her voice, andWis- 
oheyed the Lord. Thus Adam suffered for 
hia own sin, and so did Eve for hcr'e. And 
so it will he no excuse for you in the day of 
account, to say you followed your forefathers, 
and did as they did before yoii. But then 
will the Lord say, Because you followed the 
traditions and fashions, the customs and inven- 
tions of men, and have hearkened to the voice 
of the serpent, and have disobeyed my voice 
and command, and slighted my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof; but cast my law 
behind your backs, and trampled my mercy 
under foot, and have turned my grace into 
wantonness, and have spent my creatures 
upon your lusts, and haic stoned, stocked, 
buffeted, impnsoned, and shamefully iu- 
treated my messengers, which I sent unto 
you to forewarn ^ou of your iniquity, and 
have killed my Son ; therefore, Depart from 
me, ye workers of iniquity, (I know you not,) 
into everlasting torment, prepared for the deyi 
and hia angels. — See now how vain your hoj 



ig, and how unsteadfaat is your faith, when 
you have more assurance of your damnation, 
than of your aalvation ; for the Lord saith, 
mo narigJiieoti* person mutt enter his kixgdont, 
mor any ankolff, unclean thing. 

" Therefore, all you who desire Balvation lo 
your souls, try and prove your faith and hope, 
to which you Iruat ; and take heed of trusting 
to a broken reed, lest it deceive you. Expe- 
rience has taught you that if the foundation of 
a building he decayed and wasted and naught, 
the building will fall when a storm conicth : 
let him, therefore, that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he full. And all of you, whose 
dwire is after righteousness, heuiken unto that 
in your consciences, which raiscth up desirea 
xfter righleouaneas, and which shows you the 
TBiiity of your lives, which checks you when 
yon do amiss, and trouhles and torments you 
in conscience, when you have done any evil 
act: be willing to he guided by that, and it 
;ad you to repentance and newness of 
nd to forsake those things which it di^ 
to be contrary to the will of God : 
f you be willing to follow this, and 
guided by it, you will find a Teacher 



continually present, checking yon in your 
conscience for vain thoughts, and for vain, and 
idle, and needless words and actions; and 
this will crucify the lust wliich la the ground 
of these things ; it will lead you out of the 
paths of death, into the way of life ; out of 
the traditions, cuBtonis, fashions and opioions 
of the world, into the assurance of the Eternal 
Truth. And thou, who art willinf? to follow 
this, and to he guided by this, shalt need 
no man to teach thee ; but it will be a Teacher 
unto thee, teaching and directing thee in 
rigliteousnesB, purity, and holiness; and if 
ihou art diligent, keeping thy mind within, 
with an ear open to the pure voice, thou shalt 
find it present with thee wheresoever thou art, 
in the fields, in thy bed, in markets, in com- 
pany, or wheresoever thou art ; wheti tliy 
outward priest or ttacher is absent or far off, 
it will be present with thee, and will check 
thee and condemn thee for that which no out- 
ward eye can see, and will cleanse thy heart 
from Iu9t, and deceit, and uncleanness ; and 
will purify thy heart, and make it a fit temple 
fur Purity to dwell in ; and then thy sacrifices 
will be pure, which come from a pure heart. 



and the Lord will accept them. But, if thou I 
wouldet attain to this, thou must be willing 1 
deny thy lusts, thy vanity, thy delights, 
1 whatever has been tliy life : for Christ J 
haM declared, 'whosoever will save his life, 
riiall lose it ; and whosoever will lose his life ] 
for my sake, shall fiod it.' So, there i 
obt^oing life, hut through death ; ni 
obUdning the crown, but through the cross 
TIterefoiG thou must deny thyself, and take 
up thy daily cross, and follow Christ, if thou 
wouldat be his duciple, and give up thyself 
wholly to be guided by the will of God, that 
■11 which is contiaiy to the will of God, may 
be crucified, (though it be never so near or 
to ihec,) and be forsaken; lands or 
ttring, wife or children, Ixiends and acquaint- 
:, or all the world, and all delights in the 
vmld : for the Lord has said, ' He that 
'loretli any thing more than me, is not worthy | 
r m«.' I 

"So, the Lord God Almighty prosper all 
e leader desires, which are raised up towards 
JJim, and feed the hungry and thirsty souls, 
la He has promised, and raise up his own [into 
dominion] in all His children, that He alone 
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may he giDriFieil, praisud, and hououred, win 
is worthy, and to whom ail belongs. 

" And this is the desire of his soul, wht 
is a servant of the Lord ; who is hated 
reviled, and derided by the world, becausi 
he has no fellowship with it, nor with ic 
vaaitii^s 1 but testifies against its ways, fa' 
shions, traditions, customs, fellowship, words 
and worship ; and sees them all to be fornu.' 
imitation, and the invention of men, out o: 
the Covenant of God, and therefore canno' 
but deny them ; and for this cause he ia hatet 
by all, both priest and people ; whose nami 
according to the world, is 

" James Parnell.' 



The following extracts from his works, will 
enable us to form some idea of his ministry. 
and of the closeness of his dealing with camaJ 
professors, of whom he thus expressed him- 
self: — " But,praised be the Almighty, who hatl 
so weakened their hands, and shattered theii 
foundation, and caused His light to shine oul 
of darkness, that they are so manifest, that all 



yon people, who love light brttcr llian dark- 
nesK, may now see how ignoraiitly and blindly 
yoa have been led, as strangers &om the 
Father of light, after the vain tradittonB, 
nutoms, forms, ordinancea, and imaginationB 
of men, with b rain profession and feigned 
fiulh, which you have gotten into the Qotion, 
it still live in your sins and iniquities, still 
alive in the first nature, under death's 
■dominion, still strangers from the God of life, 
itid from Christ, the Saviour and Redeemer 
of His people from their tins ; and thus you 
e under the' power of darkness, and delusion 
«rf ftndchrist, both priests and people ; for 
Ske people, like jirieal, and ao saiih the pro- 
phet ; and yi)ur leaders cause you to eiT by 
tbeir lies and their lightness. And though 
J be full of teachers, yet you are lost for 
true knowledge, and are still led 
n your sins and iniquities, after those, 
Mio luve got the form, but deny the life and 
!ver learning, but never coming to the 
knowledge of the Truth' in yourselves ; only 
iiRering trom the heathen in name or pro- 
ainn, judgment or opinion, but still alive ir 
B same nature, in the tall, under the curse 
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and children of disobedience, in vihoia the 
prince of darkness rules. And you must 
have It law without you to keep you in awe 
and fear, as they have, whom you account 
heathen ; but the righteoua need no law, for 
' because of transgression the law was added.* 
And you are fighting, and killing, and devour- 
ing one another, as they do whom you call 
heathen ; and you arc drunkards, and swearera, 
and liars, as they are; and Bcomers, and 
scoffers, and revilers, and backbiters, and 
proud, and covetous, idolaters, and high- 
minded oppressors, as they are,' both priest 
and people : and you arc idolaters, as they 
are, eating and drinking, and rising up to 
play L and you arc envious and malicious, 
sueing, and rending, and tearing one another 
at the law, both priest and people, pulling 
down others to set up yourselves ; and you 
are dissembling, and cheating and defrauding 
one another of the earth, which is none of 
your own ; and you are persecutors and 
strikers and stonets of the innocent children 
and servants and messengers of God : and 
what sin is there among those, whom you 
t heathen, that is not among you, and 



tlotil abound ! v^a, those whom you caU 
keathen, may conilemn you in much of your 
practice. Oh! be ashamed and bhish, you 
priests and teachers of England, to see your 
fninistry, and the fiuits of your ministry, so 
laid open before you. And thus you are 
mftnifested to be those, who come near the 
Lord with their lips and mouths, but their 
keuts are far from Him in the earth, or else 
you would walk more uprightly : but, saith 
the Lord, ' in Tain do you worship me, 
teaching for doctrine the commandments of 
men.' But, I tnow some pharisees and priests 
wiH be ready to say ; — We are not drunkards, 
swearers, nor such like. But I say unto 
you, you are hypocrites, and your hearts are 
filU of deceit, envy, wrath and bitterness, 
eoretousness, pride and carthly-mindednesF, 

aelf-love, and self-wisdom ; and ye are 
peneeutors, and the ^cntrst oppressors of 
ifx Truth : and publicans and harlots shall 
the kingdom before you. Jesua Christ, 
the Light, marked out your forefathers, and 
foniul them to be such, though they were 

I atrict and zealous than this ^reneration ; 

by Iho snmo J.iRht ymi arc fimml to be 
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.' in tlieir ateps. And these tilings, both Christ 
and his Apostles judged to be without, and 
condemned them, as being out of the new 
covenant ; for there no unrighteous person 
can dwell ; and there, all wars are ended, and 
' the swnrda beat into ploughshares, and the 
spears into pruning-booka;' and there, is no 
oppression, nor self- exalting, but he that 
would be greatest, must be least ; and in 
righteousness are they established, and are far 
from oppression, and the Lord alone is their 
Teacher; and there, is no need of an outward 
law, for to them there is ' no condemnation, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit;' and there, is no respect of persons, 
but all arc members of one body, of which 
Christ is the Head; <md they serve one 
another in love. And here is the new cove- 
nant, and the children of the new covenant, 
who 'ire washed and made clean by the Blood 
of the new covenant ; but you are aliens and 
strangers from this covenant, who are living 
in mere notions and professions."" 

In the same work he thus describes the 
true Church : — " And concerning the Church, 

• The Watcher, file. 144. 



■whicli is now being gathered and redeemed, 
not by the will of man, nor by the wisdom of 
man, but by the will and power and Spirit 
of God, which, according to His promise. He 
LEith poured upon His sons and daughters, 
now in these latter days, by which we are 
corned abroad in the power of the Almighty, 
to declare His powerful Truth, wiiich the 
liord hath decreed shall prevail upon the 
liearts of the people, which is glad tidings of 
great joy unto them that receive it ; hut unto 
ti>e stnbhom and stiff-necked, and rebellious, 
tidings of woe and misery. And though the 
messengers of the Gospel are by some re- 
jected, reviled, reproached, scoffed and scorned, 
■Cocked, stoned and imprisoned, despitefully 
naed, slandered and abused ; yet, neverthe- 
lew, blessed he the name of the Lord, there 
ate lome found worthy, and receive with much 
joy the messengers of the Gospel, so that they 
know, how beautiful are the feet of those that 
laitig glad tidings, to the reviving the just 
witness for God, and raising up the dead to 
lib ; and so the living comes to know and 
pniie the Lord ; and |so the*Just come8";to 
nign, and the wicked comes \a \«; jai' 



iind the mind cornea to be turned from darit- 
ness to light, to which we preacii in every 
ureuture, and to the same are made manifest; 
iind both from whence we tome and the testi- 
mony we declare, is known to them, who like 
Co retain it in their minds. But to them who 
do not receive it, we are not known ; and 
therefore are by them esteemed aij deceivers 
and deludcrs, vagabonds, wanderers, and the 
like ; yet at all this we do not wonder ; for 
we read, ' the servant is not greatei than hii 
Lord ; for if they have called the Master of 
the house Beelzebub, how nmch more those 
uf his household ?' — and, ' if they had known 
Him. they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory.' Yet we have a witness in evei^ 
conscience, both in them that believe, and in 
them that perish, unto which we do clear our 
conscience, and leave ail without excuse fey 
the same, which will answer for us in the 
mighty day, (though to the condemnation of 
those that hate it,) wherein we have our great 
joy above a!l our sufferings. But, as many 
as receive this [divine light] to them lie gives 
power to become the sons of God ; and those 
are they, who are kd and guided by the one 
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I Spirit of Trutli, which the world cannot, re- 

[ oeive, even the Comforter, of whom ye have 

I lie&rd that He should come, by which they are 

I Mparatfid out of the world, and redeemed out 

I of the rudiments and pollutions therof, its 

I bshions, its customs, its words, its ways, its 

I manners, its breeding, its fellowship, love and 

friendship, its honour, its glory and its wor- 

flfaip ; and so are become strangers to the world , 

; hated of the world, because they 

are not of the world. And the enmity stands 

between the two aeedi ; for whilst they were 

of this world, the world loved them ; hut now 

they are gathered out of the world, and sepa- 

1 from the world, and testify against it, 

both in words and actions, therefore the enmity 

it raised in the world agiunat the righteous 

Sent ; and those are they, upon whom the 

I of the world are come, to whom it is 

giren to know the mysteries of the kingdom, 

but to the world in parables ; and those are 

tbay, who are come with a mighty arm and 

•rer, to turn the world upside down, whom 

! Lord hath gathered and is gathering out 

or the world, by His own Spirit of truth and 

tloTC^ to walk in the way of truth, even the 
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way of hoKnens, wliere the ranaomed of th^^ 
Lord walk, and serve and ' worship Htm ii^c= 
Spirit and in truth :' and such is the Father* 
seeking to worship Him, in whom He isdoin^^ 

Hia own work, even to destroy the old crea 

tion, and to ' create new heavens and a nevr"* 
earth,' wherein dwelleth righteousneaa ; and^ 
these are the new creatures, in whom the new"^ 
work is witnessed, in whom the Father hath-^ 
manifested His Son, that He might condemn .« 
sin, and hind the strong man, cast him out of3 
his house, and spoil his goods, and so ' destroy 
the works of the devil,' and cut down that 
man of sin, even that son of perdiiion.Swhois 
exalted above all that is called God, sitting in 
the temple of God, and saying he is Ood ; this 
is he by whom the world is deceived, who is 
the god of this world, even the prince of dotk- 
nesa, who rules in all the children of disobe- 
dience : and so says John in the Light, ' the 
whole world lieth in wickedness ;' and unto 
this does Christ cDn)e with a sword to make 
war with him, and to cast him into outer 
darkness, and sn take his kingdom from him, 
and rule Himself in rigliteousness. 

"And this is the King of Saints, who is 



fcome to redeem unto Himself a pure people. 
Bnd to wash and cleanae them from tlieir sins 
By His blood, and so wash away all filthiness, 
HOth of flesh and spirit; and this is the bap- 
tpiara by which they arc received into His 
tifliurch and faitli ; and here is the efibct of 
LSis blood wrought in man ; and thus He dotb 
uud will manifest His mighty power to purify, 
nnd cleanse, and make man a fit temple for 
feimself to dwell in. And thus is ' God with 
■Ub' manifest ; and thus are the saints' bodies 
psade the temples of the Holy Ghost ; 
Bind thus the word of life and reconcilia- 
haon b witnessed to the raising up the sold 
no life, and reconciling it to God. And 
■those are they that are begotten and horn 
Bgiin of the immortal ' Word, which liveth 
BBd abideth for ever ;' and here is the house* 
■lold of God, the household of faith, and the 
household of love, who speak the things which 
they have heard, seen, and tasted of the good 
Word of life, who was in the beginning ; and 
liose are the childrcii of light, who are 
gathered out of the dark forma, judgments, 
and opinions, into the life and power of god- 
liness, to walk in the light of life, ■w\\eTWD.'0ae,'3 
are gathered and united by ttie o^^.e%^^I*^■ '^'^ 



love aoillife into one body, of which Christ' 
the head ; and here is the true Church, ■ 
the Lord is gathering, and washing, ancfl 
cleansing, and purifying by his Spirit, lliu- "" 
He may redeem unto Himself a pure Church. — ' 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing:: 
whose insides are washed and made ckanr^ 

through the Word, by which they are recon^ 

cUed into the love and union, wliich muiimjr 
from the life of God ; and here ia the Vin^s 
and branches ; and here is the communion o^H 

the Church, all feeding upon one Bread, and. 

drinking of one Cup ; this is Christ, the liG»» 
of the saints ; and as many as 
into this Churcb, partake of this 
and these are they who have denied thei 
selves, and have borne the cross of Christ, 
which they are crucified unto the world: 
the world unto them ; who are gathered 
one covenant of life, where all are fel 
BervantB under one master, who serve out 
another in love and meekness. And here is 
the true humjhty wrought in the heart; and 
here is the true washing of the feet without 
hypocrisy, which some are imitating without 
for life, but they fall short ; for the Lord 
requireth the heart. ^ 
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•'And thus 


is the church of Christ gathered 


4y one Spirit, 


and by the same circumcised. 


4BDd baptised i 




^vhere all dwell as members of one body, of 


«riiich Chtist 


a the head. And here is the 


Vileued union 


and eomniunion in one ; and 


■»» God is 


worshipped 'in spirit and in 


Vnith;' and at 


Christ ia spiritual, so is [His 


^nroh, which 


5] His body, and so are His 




■not thoM who have the notion of these things, 


Tral they that 


witness, and possess tliem in 


life. They th 


t believe, have the witness in 


tkemBelveB. They that believe, have passed 


from death int 


life ; and the life they now 


live w by faith 


in the Son of God ; they are 


B»w creatures. 


who are -in Christ Jesus,' to 


whom there ia 


no condemnation, who walk 


net after the ttesh, but aflcr the Spirit ; against 


meh there i:i n 


law, for they are translated 


oat of that aa 


Cure, for which the law was 


Mded; and m 


■e set free by the law of the 


Spirit of life, 


md are made partakers of the 


Hfto, nature 


of Christ, by whicli they are 




1. And such now witness the 


iflbet of the blood of Christ wrought withiu 


fc 


.■ 



tlieiti, and the end of His coming, and the 
benefit of His death, who iire dead with Him, 
and risen through the death of the cross ; and 
these are they, who have escaped the polln- 
tions of the world, through the knowledge of 
the Son of God nithin them ; Christ within 
[is] the hope of glory, or elee no hope of 
glory ; for they who cannot witness Him so, 
are in the reprobation, as saith the Apostle. 
And here is the Son in the saints, and the 
Father in the Son ; and thus all are made 
perfect in one. And here ia the true Chunk, 
where ihere is one Teacher, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one light, one life, and one 
aay, one Shepherd and one skeepfold, and one 
Priest over the household of God, and one hope, 
and one' language, one family, one God and 
Father of all." • 

This was written in 1655, when James 
PameU was between seventeen and eighteen 
years of age. 

Whilst travelling in the work of the ministry, 
he sometimes held public disputes with the 
different religious professors of the day, who, 

■Tho Wateher, 171. 



iltbough under ordinary circmnstancps, bitter 
eacli other, ardciitiy and cordially 
united to oppose that pure and spiritual wor- 
ship, that sanctity of life, and that reality in 
Teltgioua experience, which James Pamell bad 
to proclaim. These public disputadons were, 
tit the most part, of a very unsatisfactory cha- 
racter : and it appears only right to say, that 
whilst much ignorance of divine Truth, and 
vometiines even of the letter of Scripture, 
unsubjugated feeling, and bitterness of 
ipuit, were manifested by bis opponents, James 
pBTtiell appears, in some instances, too readily 
la have adopted condemnatory language : and 
on occasions, when the disputants seemed 
a proper degree of cool- 
, that they were ■" false 
s followed by anger and 
parts ; and although they 
uiifested " of what spirit 
me is disposed to think 



teachers," Sec 
biUeroess on th( 
too clearly 
they 



&at greater forbearance might have been 
followed by a dlU'erent result. 

On the SOtLoftbe lat (3rd) month, ItifiS. 
whilst James Pamell " was freely declaring 
the Truth of God," iji a house at Fenstsnton. 
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in Huntingdonshire, aeveral baptists with their 
teacher, Richard Elligood, entered the room. 
After a time the teacher arose, and addressed 
James Pamell ; — " Sir, if you please I wiil 
speak something to what you have said." 
Jamea Pamell replied : " Here needs no compli- 
ments." The teaeher continued, " tliat hehad 
said, that God did not respect any forms, and 
yet he used the form, and so used that which 
God had no respect to." Andheingasked what 
form had heen used, he replied, " The letter." 
To which James Pamell answered, " He that 
takes the Letter, to talk of it without the life 
and power, such sets up a form, and makes a 
form," This answer satisfied the people, 
but the teacher still disputed. In alluding to 
this subject James Pamell says ; — " A form is 
this,— the likenesa of a thing, but not the 
thing itself; as, they have the likeness of a 
church, with their elders, pastors, and teach- 
ers, but not the Church itself ; and so they 
imitate the Scriptures, but live not in the life of 
them that spoke forth the Scriptures, and so 
want life and power : and those arc the formal- 
ists who make forms and likenesses to deceive 
the simple, as the devil may take the form of 
'an angel oflight,'butnot the tightand power. 



who appears to rule in formalists and self- 
actora ; but tlie day doth inake him manifest, 
»d therefore he rages." 

On several occasions when James Parnell 
reliirned to Cambridge, he heard it reported. 
that, when lie was absent, the Bapliats boasted 
of intending to have a dispute with him. 
After some preliminary diffitulties in coming 
a mutual understanding, as to the mode 
1 regubttions of the dispute, the 20th of 
2nd (4tb) Month, ItiSS, was appointed. 
When they arrived at the place provided by 
tbe Baptists, they were not allowed to meet 
there. They then went to the house of one 
of the Itaptist party, where the woman of the 
house behaved In a very unchristian manner 
towards Friends ; which led James Parnell to 
remark thai, as she was " nothing departed 
fiom the old nature," it was evident, she had 
derived no benefit from water-baptism. James 
Parnell then retired to a Friend's house, nmid 
' ■ grest rabble of rude scholars and people, to 
whom he declared the Truth, After a time, 
smewage came, that the Baptists were in the 
e-houM, in the castle yard, and bad sent 
him. Here James Pametl found oa« 
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Doughty, a Baptist, and Rix, an Independent,^. 
' two great enemies to each other on ordinary-' 
occasions, united against him. But after all 
the trouhle in determining how they should 
meet, and the difficulty in getting a place, 
only one question was asked, and only one 
answer given hy James Pamell, which satisfied 
some, but not all ; and the conference broke 
up after various charges and recriminations on 
both sides. James Parnell, however, had an 
opportunity of speaking to the people, and 
proving to tliem, that the charges brought 
against the Truth, and himself as its mes- 
aenger. were groundless. Many rude scholars 
were present on tliis occasion ; and having 
plotted tflgether, as soon as James Pamell 
quitted the castle yard, flocked together about 
him, and treated him very shamefully ; whilst 
the Baptist party were allowed to depart 
without molestation: thus, says James Pamell, 
" it appears, tbiit the world loess Us own." 

In the month following, whilst " several of 
the Lord's people" were met together in a 
fViend's oichaid, at Littleport, in the Isle oi 
Ely, John Bay, with two other teachers, i 
among them, to " excommvinicate" Samd| 
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"na Eackiel Cater, who had formerly been 
eldwa among the Baptists, but, having been 
W'inced of the Truth by James Pamell's 
""Watiy, had united themselves with Friends. 
John Ray, " having run out into many dis- 
orderly words," excused himself from slaying 
" prove his assertions, saying, " he must 
™ at the Steeple-house shortly." When 
"'^Jr meeting was over, James Pamell passed 
o the town ; and, having been informed 
It John Ray was railing against the Truth, 
the Steeple-house, he went thither with 
I" ***tie Friends. When the sermon was ended, 
^*»iea Pamell "stood up, and claimed the 
[ ''^■(ier of the true Church, that all might apeak, 
J by one, and if anything be revealed to 
. that stands by, let the first hold his 
John Ray refused to stay and de- 

* The conduct of James Parnell is worthy of notice. 
[ ^Ifcough John Ray had disturbed the meeting of 
^**iwidi on the Bime day, he quietly wailed till Ihe 
ae wu ended ; and, then claimed llif order n/ the 
la Clmrch, aa laiii daum by Ihe AjKtUe. He mani- 
a aimiiai dispoBitJon V> maintain right order on 
laiion, jual mentioned, refusing to 
hoiiae, till the jailer had given permisaion. 
terituunee will jppearby-and-Vij. 
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lend his statements, altliough many of hi 
eongregatioB wished to detain him. Jame 
Parncll afterwards addressed the people in tt* 
graveyard. 

On the following day, this same Ray tnl« 
a friend of .lames Parnell, that he had said 
" he was head of the true Church." This lec 
him with several Friends, to attend a meeting' 
which the Baptists were holding in a private 
house, where they found John Eay speaking 
to the people. Aa soon as he saw Jamei 
Pnmell he ceased, and closed his hook, and 
bade him, " Be gone out of the house," He 
answered, ''Is thy spirit limited! Is thj 
spirit bound?'' He again told him to be gone | 
and asked him, why he disturbed them ? JameE 
Parnell enquired, how he had disturbed them ; 
was he not silent till spoken to ? It being an 
open meeting, although in a private house, 
James Parnell did not consider himself bonnd 
to leave, (although John Ray manifested greal 
anger, and one of the elders pushed him on 
the breast with his hands, several times,) tili 
the woman of the house came and desired 
him. A person standing by, said to the Bap- 
tist preacher : — " Yon say, they are deceivers j 
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and they say, ynu a 
'''ould have you dispute it, that thoae, wlio are 
'Snorant, may know which are. deceivers," But 
•"s did not like this advice ; and "refused to 
''ave his deeds hrought to the light, to be 
^ied." James Parnell did not resist the per- 
"'^n, to vthom the house helonged, hut, having 
^^Id John Ray that he was ashamed of his 
^Octrine, " he shook oiF the dust of his feet 
*'^* a testimony against them, and so left 
^■*em," — Surely, the recital of such scenes aa 
■«*ese. is calculated to cause ns to feel thank- 
that we iii^Bot live in times of such 
ious exciteftient. 
However severely James Parnell might at 
address those whom he regarded aa 
■*iTing at ease in their sins, or as deceiving 
■*lieiii selves and others by a profession with- 
^^Bt a possession of the Truth, or as falae 
'teachers, ignorantly speaking to the people of 
tloctrines, of which they had themselves, no 
experimental knowledge, or causing them to 
err, by teaching them for doctrines the tra- 
didona of men, yet it appears clear from the 
testimonies of his &iends, who were acquainted 
with his private character, that lie vias m««Vt.| 
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gentle and patient ; and his addresses to thost_.* 
who were convinced, and at times to those whan^ 
were still in darkneas, evince an amiable and^E^ 
ofTectionatc mind. His only cbjeet in using^S 
sharpness, was to arouse men to a sense of tbe^^ 
awfulness of their conditions, if they remained-^ 
in an unrepentant state. He was himself^S 
flrraiy persuaded of the Truth ; he had "known 
the terrors of the Lord," and therefore was 
earnestly concerned lo call others "to flee 
from the wrath to come :" and he knew the 
sweet consolations of Jesus Christ, and there- 
fore was eminently qualified to invite the truly 
thirsting sou], to come and drink of the same 
living Fountain of spiritual refreshment. He 
was without doubt, ''an able minister of the 
Gospel," and left many seals of his ministry. 
In that day, it was remarkably verified, that 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
praise was ordained, and the weak things 
chosen to confound the mighty. Samuel Tuke 
remarks in his memoit of Stephen Crisp ; — 
" The Society in the counties of Cambridge, 
Esses, Suffolk and Norfolk, was first raised 
and became very numerous, principally through 
the labours o£ three instruments, James Par- 
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nell, William Caton, and George Whitehead, 
neither of whom had attained the age of 
twenty years." 

The following original letter, in the posses- 
fion of the Meeting for Sufferings, addressed 
tD Edward Burrough, and Francis Howgill, 
may be inserted in this place. It is dated 
18lhdayof3rd (,5lh) month." There can 
e no doubt, that it was written in 1655. It 
fiiMents many points of interest. 

Dear friends apd brethren, — In the eter- 

Bs], imchangeahle love and life of the new 

eoTenant am 1 with you, and there do salute 

you, where we are one, in our measures, 

though ten thousand ; all children of one 

Father, brethren and sisters uf one family, and 

bdn of the promise, ever one in the measure 

of the gift of grace given unto us, to be good 

Stewards thereof; and herein doth our joy 

•bound, and is made full in one another ; in 

.die Light of the new corcoant you read me, 

where I am present with you, and do embrace 

id salute you, tliongh absent in body ; for 

B being all begotten by one Immortal Word, 

id bom again, we come to hear the one 

of our Faihi'r ; so that burchy we come 
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to know one another to be the children of one 
Father ; and do see, and read, and enjoy one 
another in this aame unchangeable covenant 
of love and light ; and here is the hlessed. 
union and communion, and fellowship, anil 
the glorious liberty, of the children of the new" 
covenant, who are sealed in this everlasting' 
covenant of life ; and this is the great riches 
of the love of God bestowed upon us, that we 
should he found worthy of this high calling. 

" Dear brethren, the !et,ter which you sent 
from Cambridge I received, with the same 
[love] that sent it ; and did own it, aa [an 
evidence^ of your care and wisdom. And I 
shortly [after] went into the Isle of Ely ; and I 
had meetings at Ely town, and was moved to 
go to tlie Steeple-honse ; bnt the rude people 
would not suffer me to speak ; but mightily 
was I preserved by the power of God ; and I 
had a great meeting in the town that day, and 
in much power was I carried forth, to the 
binding and chaining the heathen, and the 
raising of the Witness, so that many were 
convinced ; but the town is much hardened 
against the Truth; but yet I see 
work to be done in it. There i 
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I people a eoraing on at Littleport, in the Isle. 
I 1 lemained there a certain space among 
I tbem. and there are about sixty, that are 
Itonght to meet together, in that town alone. 
* On the first day I had a meeting at 
n, within three niilea of Colonel Rus- 
; and there I was moped to go to the 
Steeple-bouse, and there was a London priest 
I got up into the seat of the Pharisee ; aEd he 
I *u a right Pharisee, for he was much painted. 
d 1 was suffered to stay until he was done ; 
r ndthen I was carried out in a mighty power, 
to ipeak to him and to the people, which 
bmind them aU under, and they were a great 
ptople and mde ; but the power of God was 
l*Dnderfully seen in delivering me, so that I 
Ifcaow not that they gave me a stroke ; and 
B durong was great, so I pressed forth into 
rtbt yard, and there they made way. for me, 
f ttd I was moved to speak in much power, and 
f ttty stood even like lambs about me : and at 
Ungth there came one Robert Hammond, 
ttUed a justice, who had been at the Steeple- 
konie, and he said there was a proclama- 
tion, that all who disturbed the ministers in 
Uie time of their public exercise, ihould be 




apprehended as disturbers of the peace) ( 
I would not pass away, he said, I should 1 
apprehended. So I was ire 
place ; but I told him and the people, that I 
should declare the Truth in the town that day. 
And so upon these conditions, I was set free. 
And I had a great meeting in the town that 
day ; and there were present several of the 
people, that belonged to those people at Chip- 
penham ; but I heard of none that came out 
of the town ; but those that were there re- 
ceived the Truth willingly, and there were 
many people convinced, that day. • * This 
went to Hammond's ears, and stirred up 
Mb spirit against the Truth ; so the priests 
and he consulted together against me, and 
the next morning, he sent a warrant for 
me, and committed me to Cambridge jail 
for speaking to the priest, whereas he had 
before set me free from that, before a hun- 
dred people. So tiiis was on the last second 
.day, that I was sent to Cambridge, and 
there I was put into the low jail among the 
tliieves : and on the next day Justice Blackeley 
sent his warrant, and set nie free from the 
i bonds : but I was made very willing 
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I •" Tem&in, if it liad been the Lord's will ; but 
is large wisdom He ordered it, according 
ta His good will and pleasure, for I did not 
notion it to Blackcley,* but he did it of his 
I on accord : and the next day I went to n 
I meeting, six milea from Cambridge, where I 
t with my dear sisters. Ann Blakely and 
I Dorothy Waugh. They remain in these parts 
■ while. My sudden releasement and going 
Pinto tte country, proved very serviceable; 
for the heathen were much exalted, and re- 
joiced at my imprisonment. It is likely, if 
the Lord will, I shall pass shortly back into 
those parts, where I was taken, for there is a 
people there to be brought forth. But the 
heathen, I perceive, are plotting together to 
get me into prison again, for the jiiiler has been 
withBlnckeley about it, and is troubled in mind, 

• This u, no doubl, Ihe prEon alluded to in tbe fol- 
loviBj; Tcnurk of George Whitehead :— "A tCambridge I 
■•irectiTrdltindiybj Aldennon Blakeling and his wife, 
and Iboif few Friends theie. James PaniFll met me 
bdbie I went thence, and we were comforted together, 
Mid nmoDg those FriindgwheD we met." This Justice 
BWkcley, ot Blakeling was probabtj' the same, that 
** witonacd the paes to Ite false." and set James Pitr- 
nrll II liberty, ai before nt^nlioned. 
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because he let me go without bail, aoA ' 
threatens to get another warrant for me, b** 
according to the good will of God, he its ' 
it stands to His glory, I am content, wheth*' ' 
in honds or out ol honds. But I have thougt^* ■ 
to he hereabouta, until the next return, if joV 
have movings to write anything.* • Salute KM 
dearly to my dear brother, G. F. [George Fox] 
and all the rest of my dear brethren, sisters, 
and fellow labourers in the vineyard of the 
Lord. Salute me dearly to all my dear aiid 
tender hearts, whom the Lord hath chosen out 
ot that great city, Sodom, for to hear his image, 
and to glorify his name, and to be as signs and 
wonders in that adulterous generation. The 
Lord God prosper, and increase his glorious 
work in them and among them, with a strong 
arm, and power to beat down their enemies 
before them. 

"Jakes Parnell," 

"This from Cambridge, 
18th of 3rd {5th) Month. 

" I shall be glad to hear from George or 
any of you." 

It is thus directed : — " For my dear and 
faithful brethren, Edw. Burrough, or Fran cto 
UowgiU, these aru." ^^H 



It seems worth while to insert in tliis place, 
^ the followiag extract, nliich forms the cunclu- 
n of one of James PBrnell's works, entitled, 
"A Shield of the Truth." in which he 
I briefly states aorae of the accuaations, brought 
, tffdnat Friends, and replies to them, frequently 
. iritb remarkable clearness : — 

"And now aometliing to all you tender- 
hearted ones, who are convinced by the Light 
> of God in your consciences, which tenders 
^youi consciences ; for whose sukes I hnve laid 
:open myself freely ; and so I desire that you 
'may mind that Light of God, lo which t 
,>pealc, which is my witness, which ha$ con- 
.viuced you, that it may he your guide, which 
^will lead you into conversion into the life, and 
, to witness with me against the world, that my 
.labour may not be in vain ; and look not out 
at scandals, false accusations, and reports, foi 
I tbia is the reward, which the righteous have 
■Iways received of the world ; and Christ, out 
Lord and Captain, showed the example, aa it 
, it written, ' they who will live godly in Christ 
J«siu must suffer persecution ;' and ' they 
which depart from iniquity, make themselves 
• prey.' But Ihal ahich cannot bear thtK 
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things is ml of God. But turn your nuutV' 
inward to that measure of Light in you, whid^ 
is without guile, which ia gentle, which c»xi 
bear all, as it did both in prophets and apos- 
tles, and all the holy men of God ; this led 
them through good report and evil report, 
through persecution and through death. And 
this is the way to life, and he who eaters 
must enter this way. So feai not, but be 
willing to give up and to part with all, though 
neyer so near and dear, yea, though it be ihy 
bosom friend and darling ; ' For he that 
loTeth anything more than me, is not worUiy 
of mc,' saith the precious Pearl : and ' he that 
will not leave all and follow me, is not worthy 
of me.' Moses thought it greater riches to 
suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of Pharoah's court for 
a season. For the pleasures of this world, 
and the affl.ictions of this world, endure but s 
lime and pass away ; for all things visible pass 
away, but the joy of the righteous endures for 
ever ; and if our hopes were only in this life, 
vie were of all men most miserable ; but he 
that endures to the end shall have a cronn of 
glory, as Paul witnessed. So, ' fear not litfl^^ 
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but be faithful, valiiHit, and bold, 
for it is your Father's good pleasure (o give 
you die kingdom ;' and a hundred-fold shall 
yon receive of what you lose, whether lands 
KliTings, wife or children, or whatsoever it 
promise is to the faithful, ajid your 
^Bnd advancement shall he in the destruc- 
a of your enemies, when the Lord shall 
) your enemies your footstool. But this 
ii witnessed through the war ; and lio who 
ndures to the end of the war shall witness 
dds. And this in my measure I witness ; 
and out of tender love from my soul to your 
MUla do I declare it, and desire that you may 
*11 endure to witness with me; for love is 
charity, and the Light leads through all ; and 
<o I rest in my habitation, known to aS. that 
CM read me in spirit. J. P. Farewell." 

The following paper, written in 1B55, will 
!« read with interest, when we consider the 
youth of the author : — 

" A word to all, who are still in your own 
furmings, self-actings, and imitatings, 

" You are acting in that nature, which is 
'enmity against God,' which is ' not subject 
to the law of God, neither can be C *** ^S^ 
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your formings and actings are in vain ; for 
they are not from iife, but from death instead 
of life ; but life comes from death, for in the 
destruction of death life is obtained. There- 
fore to the Light of tlie Lord Jesus in all 
yoiir consciences take heed, which is the wit- 
ness for God. to which I speak in you all, 
which witnesses for God ugainst the secrets 
of your hearts, which reproves you in secret 
for your secret actions and deeds of darkness '■ 
and it will search you through, and let you 
see what you can witness of the work of God 
in your hearts, for all your long and great 
profession, and esteeming yourselves of the 
Church and faith of Christ, and to he saints 
in Christ, and if you have yet witnessed the 
earthquakes, and the earth removed out of its 
place, and the mountains removed by the eye 
of faith, and the veil of darkness yet rent. 

" Is not the first man still standing ? and 
the first image? — is not the serpent head? 
For while you are strangers to the Light, and 
Jour minds are from the Light, you are wan- 
dering and straying in the paths of darkness, 
and so are the children of darkness, in whom 
the [irinee of darkness rules — even the serpent. 
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■who is head in the [carnal] man. But the 
promise is, ' Tlie seed of tht' woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head.' But you are acting 
your own wills and wi«dom ; the serpent 
yom head ; and you have not yet come to 
witneia the first promise fulfilled ; but i 
■til] in the fall, under the power of darkness, 
in the disobedience, and strangers ui 

i ; and so you have no part in Christ, ia I 
tb&t nature. For none come to have a right I 
in Christ, bnt through the cross ; for at nm 
<u are baptized into Christ, are baptised i 
Hi» death ; and they that are dead uith Him, I 
do live with Him ; and they that are in Chritt 1 

IMS creatures : old thijigi are poised aieay ; 
all things are become new. But they that an I 
not in Christ, are still in old Adam, and » 
the Eill, under the curse, and under deatVi 
dominion ; driven out from the presence of 
Ood into the earth; and death reigns over all, 
from Adam until Moses, of what profession 
•oerer. 

Therefore, now read yourselves by the I 
ilgbt which comes from Jesus Christ, K 
'lUneth into your dark hearts, and searcbe 

hearts and trieth the reins, and makedl 
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manifest the secrets ; to wliieh light I am 
made manifest, and by it witnessed in you all, 
and unto it I direct your minds, turning you 
from the darkness to the light, all you that 
have a desire to find the way of Truth, in 
what form soever, that thereby you may eome 
to see, how you have wandered and been scat- 
tered in the many ways of darkness, in the 
land of darkness, in the cloudy and dark day, 
as sheep without a shepherd, being carried 
about after the voice of strangers from the 
Shepherd of your souls. Therefore, hearken 
no more without to those who cry, ' Lo, here,' 
or ' Lo, there is Christ ,' and so draw youi 
minds without, to seek for a Christ wilhotit, 
aud a redemption without, and a sanctdfication 
without, and a righteousness without, and a 
God without. But turn your mind within ; 
for it is to he found within, if ever you find it. 
For there is no way to tome unto the true 
knowledge of the truth, or of God, or of 
Christ, but by that of God within ; for " that 
which may be known of God is marafest 
within." (Rom. i. 19.) And so the way to 
God is to be found within by the light, which 
manifests and slays death. ' The spirit of 
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Inan is the candle of the Lord,' and His 'life 
is the light of men.' So turn in your minds 
to the light of the Lord Jesus, which, if you 
love it, and bring your deeds lo it, will let you 
see the deeds of darkness and the paths of 
death ; and it will also search your hearts, 
and make manifest your inward parts, and let 
you see what you have lost ; and as you love 
this light, and like to retain it in your minds 
and to be guided hy it, it will lead you out of 
■11 the crooked and froward ways of darkness, 
into the light of life : and so you will find 
and know the voice of the true Shepherd, who 
is come to seek out, and gather all His scat- 
tered sheep from among the mountains and 
Talleys, and the many ways and crooked 
pttths, wherein they have wandered, and to 
gather them together into one flock, into one 
way, into one sheepCoId : and He alone will he 
(heir Shepherd. And this you shall come to 
witness, as you love the light, and follow it. 
It will lead you out of your many forms ttnd 
many ways, into one way ; and out of your 
awn wisdom and imaginations, wherein you 
have been building Babel ; and tt will stnp 
you of all your own righteouaness, wherewith 



you have covered over your deceitful hearts ; 
and it will lay your deceits before you, and 
bring you to judgment : and if you love this 
light and follow it, and be willing to wMt 
upon it, out of your own wUIa, and wisdom, 
and imaginations, and carnal thoughts, reason- 
ings and consultations, and self-acting and 
imitatings, it will lead you to know the voice 
of the true Shepherd within you, from tlie 
voice of the stranger, and so to know the pre- 
cious from the vile. He who said, "lam 
the Light," said, " I am the good Shepherd," 
who will bring you to know the way and door 
into the sheepibld, if you do not run oat in 
your own wills, and seek to climb up another 
way — for the way is but one ; and He that 
said, ' I am the Light.' said, ' I am the way,' 
and ' I am the door into the sheepfold.' So 
if you turn from the Light, and stumble at the 
Light, you stumble at all— and so fall : but if 
you love the Light, and be willing to follow 
the Light, it will lead you through all — to deny 
yourselvcB, to take up the Cross unto your- 
selves, and to pass through good report and evil 
report, through persecution, and through death; 
and the way will not be grievous, but joyous. 
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And ao you will come into the way, and in at 
tbe door into the sbeepfold, and so into the 
fellowship, and into the life, and into the 
power, and into tbe faith of the saints, where 
■11 live in unity in One — united by One into 
one body ; and here ia the end of all jarring 
and jangling, divisions and disputes. There- 
foi^ said the Apostle, " Where is the wise ? — 
where is the disputer of this world ? — hath 
not Ood made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?" Therefore, I call you to come out 
froAi amongst them, and to be separate, and 
to touch no unclean thing ; and " I will re- 
ceive you. saith the Lord ; and I will be unto 
you a Father, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters." 

" Now you are called, and this b the day 
of your visitation ; for now light is come 
into the world, and if you like to retain it in 
jronr minds, happy are ye ; but if not, by it 
yon are left without excuse, and it will judge 
von in the last day : for he that loves the 
light shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
liBve tbe light of life ; but he that doeth evil 
IwteB the light, whieb ia his condemnation. 
•Voir, the way is plain to all simple ones, who 
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have a desire to find it, declared by a friend 
and witness to the Eternal Truth, J. P." 

Jnmea Parnoll, having diligently laboured 
in Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, pass- 
ed into Essex, probably about the middle of 
the 5th month, 1655. According to Stephen 
Crisp — " The fields in that country mere takite 
VTito haiteit :" for there were very many, 
whose spirits for some time, had gone heavily 
and wearily on their way under the burden of 
sin, who had sought among the different pro- 
fessions and opinions of the day, for a know- 
ledge of that, which could relieve them from 
it, until they had become as weary of seeking 
ways to escape, as they were with the weight 
itself. "In answer to the cry of His own 
seed," the Lord sent James Pamell among 
them to preach the word of life, and to pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
Having preached the Gospel in many parts, 
as Felstead, Stebbing, Witham, Coggeshall, 
Halstead,* and other places, where many 

■ Id tlie 7th month, 1655, George Wliitelisad visited 
tills place ; and has letY the fullowinj; teatimonf to the 
efSoBoj of James Farnell'a ministry: — " At that meet- 
ing at Halstead, the Lord greatly enlarf^ my heart, in 
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sooIb gladly received the word o£ I 
having planted many good meet- I 
confirmed them that believed, 
length went to Colchester, about the 6tb 
month. This was the place of Stephen Crisp's 
nativity, and where he then resided, being 
engaged us preacher among a separate people. 

Stephen Crisp waa educated in the national | 
mode of worship. He was trom his earlieBt I 
yoatb sensible of the visitations of heavenly I 
light, (although not then knowing whence I 
le), which both reproved him for 
■.d peace and joy to spring up in 
Sua heart, when he wus obedient to its call. 
Bnt tlie carnal mind would arise and escuse 
and lead him into transgression, under the 
burden of which he was often made bitterly | 
lie sought various ways to escape 

iii» Qoipel teitimony (owird that people ; for the beuts 
of tbciD weit nelldigposeil, anJ inclined lonnnla 
] Ui> bloaed Tnilli : and He by His inviiilile 
power, hnd iipencd a daoi of cntranea junong them, u 
" u 1 door gf ulleruice unto them. Junes Pirnell 
■OB inMtumCDtal to coniince diiers id those parti 
HUnmn, before hia unpriaonioeiil al Coloho&ieri 
by bis testimoD; nod living minii 



I 



W 



68 MEU01R OF 

from condemnation ; but nhilat he remained 
" the servant of sin," the light of Truth pur- 
sued him with deep convictions, and broke 
down the peace, which he attempted to obtmn 
for himself, faster than he could build it up : 
and caused the fig-leave aprons of his own 
works, with which he would attempt to cover 
his nakedness, to appear as tattered and filthy 
rags. He says, he saw no further than his own 
works, as a means of brining him peace with 
God. He heard talk of Chrjst and Saviour ; 
but had still in the an^ish of spiritual igno- 
rance, to exclaim, " But, oh ! that I knew 
Him.'" He lent his ear to disputations, — 
ran after the best ministers, — read sermons ; 
but in vain, he could not find rest, he still 
felt the power of sin in him ; and what he 
wanted was a way to overcome that. He 

pTofc93or3 were slmkeii, and atalossinlheirprofcssians 
and uoIionB, nhich thejr Iiad gathered in their heads, 
without experience of a true baart-wnrk by the power 
of Chriat : for profession and talk of religion and 
church, did gteatl; abound in those days amang manf, 
u well as pride and self-coDceit, whicii the Lord waa 
about to slain and abase, as He manifcJitly did in a 
short time after: lor those aumraer-shows of reliBJon 
woald not endure a itoimy winter." — Chrtiliaii I'rogrta. 



applied to others in his distress, both amoTig 
the national and separate professors ; but 
e helped him ; and he stiil asked, "Where 
is the faith whicli purifieth the heart, and 
jpreth victory ?" The prevailing ignorance 
of the experimental work of religion among 
t, who were making a great profesaion of 
it, hod the effect of driTing him away, for a 
, from religion altogether, to seek a 
joy and consolation in the world ; but the 
Ixird's hand was too heavy for him there, so 
loon turned again, to seek after 
Amething more substantial in religion. Under 
Aeee feelings, he submitted to water-baptism, 
had soon to mourn that this too was but 
^„.ji withoat power, thai it did no more than 
itieaase the outside, but did not give him that 
ntsrd cleansing, which would enable him to 
answer of a good conscience towards 
lua, finding that he still wanted what 
A vantetl beforf, he told the ciders of the Bap- 
t church, that "God would soon overturn all 
X worships and roligioiis, whieh stood in 
rard and carnal things, and make known 
ne wnjr a-top of them all, which should stand 
vever." He had heard of the Quaken, aiid 
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longed mucli to see some of them ; yet his 
carnal mind was able to reason mucL against 
some of their doctrines, especially that of 
freedom from sin, although it was that for 
which he had all his life been lunging. He 
was about twenty-seven years of age, when 
James Parnell went to Colchester. When 
first he saw the youthful messenger, he tbonght 
that he should be able to withstand hira, and 
began to question him, and endeavoured to 
draw him into discourse. But he soon found 
that James Pa^iell had a different spirit, even 
a spirit of sound judgment, which was supe- 
rior to bis carnal reasoning ; and he was 
obliged to acknowledge the wisdom with 
■which he spoke ; and said to those aiound, 
"All our rods of profession must be lost, and 
be devoured by his." On the day following, he 
went to a meeting appointed by James Parnell, 
and so great was the authority with which he 
preached, that Stephen Crisp was constrained 
to own and confess the truth.* 

The very interesting and instructive aecoont, 
which Stephen Crisp gives of his own experi- 
ence in religious matters, previously to his 
ph«n Crisp's Works. 
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neetmg with James Parnell, — liia feelings on 
'fintseeiag a stripling, coming forth against the 
Goliahs, who hud been too powerful for his own 
more matured years, and greater acquaintance 
with the weapons of war, — the inward con- 
tempt which he felt, when he thought to with- 
Btand him by argument, aod his suhse<[ueDl 
convincement of the Truth, afford us striking 
evidence of the power and authority of James 
Pamell's ministry. He was young, diminutive 
in atature, and of a mean appearance ; yet the 
wisdom of man was made to bow before that 
Sjurit, by which he spake, and of which he 



The following original letter, obtamed from 
Colchester Monthly Meeting, was addressed to 
Stephen Crisp, probably a short time atler his 
conTincement. It is without date. 

" Friend, — In that stand, and unto it keep 
thy mind, which lets thee see thy foes to be of 
thy own house : thine imagination is an enemy; 
thy wisdom is an enemy ; that which hath 
been thy darling, is now thy greatest enemy. 
Therefore now sacrifice thy darling, and yield 
Up unto the death, that the Just may be raised 
to life, and the righteou* Seed be brought 
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forth to reign and to be thy head ; and ho will 
the head of tbe serpent be bruised. And this, 
in thy measure, thou wilt come to read, as in 
the Light thou dwellest low, which manifest 
unto thee thy condition, forwbslsoevermaketh 
manifest ia Light. And that eye must be 
kept open, which in the children of the world 
the god of the world blindeth, by which the 
children of light see the god of ihe world, and 
BO tbe tempter is known, resisted and denied. 
So with this eye set thy watch constant ; and 
let uot tbe fool's eye wander abroad, whicb 
draws out the wandering mind after visible 
objects i but stand in the warfiire, not giving 
place to the enemy, nor to his delusions ; but 
be content to become a fool, that nil selfish 
thoughts maybe judged: and thou wilt re- 
ceive wisdom from Him, who giveth liberally 
and upbraidelh not, to discern and know the 
enemy's wiles ; but in the cross to thy own 
will and hasty mind, thegift of Godis received; 
therefore, it ia said, "He that belie veth maketh 
not haale." Therefore, be not weary of the 
yoke ; for in faith it is made easy, and the 
impatient nature crucified, and patience Both 
its perfect work r therefure, be still in the 
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tneasDre of Light, which exerciseth thy mind 
towards God ; and will nothing, but let 
thoughts be judged, and let the power of 
God work, that He may be seen to be all ; 
ipd hy this alone principle thou may est 
be led, and acted forth in the cross to the 
carnal part, id t)ie denial of self, both in 
particular, and in general. And weigh not 
what is displeased, when God is pleased ; 
Ibr there, thou givestcojust occasion [of of- 
fence], but the enmity is in the woHd ; and as 
that leads thee to walk towards God in faith- 
fulness, so also it leads thee to walk towards 
man "with a conscience void of offence." And 
M) to that keep thy mind ; and be not hasty 
to know anythiDg beyond thy measure, for 
there Bve lost her paradise ; but lie down in 
the will of God, and wait upon His teaching. 
that He may be thy head : and so thou will 
find the way of peace, and dwell in unity with 
the faithful ; and though of the world thou be 
bated, yet in God is peace and well-being." 
"J. P." 
It is thus addressed i— " For Stephen Crisp 




About ten years af^er, Stephc 
called upon to write a testimoay to : 
racter and ministry of James Pamell 
he did in a spirit which manifests, thi 
remembrance of this instrument, by whj 
long wandering and weary Boul had been 1 
into the way, which leads te an establid 
in the Truth, was still very precious. 
speaking of the great work, which th^ 
by His own arm of power, had wrought in 
days, he goes on to say : — " Babes hari 
His messengers, and children have be« 
ministers, who in innocency have recein 
revelation of His Holy Spirit, by whk 
deep things of His law, and of his ^ 
Gospel of life and salvation, have bM 
vealed. And among these babes, whJ 
came to receive a knowledge of the myi 
of the kingdom of God, by the workil 
His divine power, was tliis noble cliild, J| 
Pamell, who was a vessel of honi 
and mighty in the power and Spirit of. 
manuel, breaking down and laying 
many mighty, and strong holds, and t 
defence, in which tbeold deceiver had fin 
himself and bis children. Much 
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ken of this man, and a large testimony doth 
lire in my heart, to his hlesscd life, and to the 
power and wisdom, that abounded in him."* 

The diligence with which James Parnell 
laboured, and the eagerness of tho people to 
hear the Tmth, are strikingly exemplified in 
the aecouat of his services, the day after he 
urived at Colchester. He went there on a, 
ierenth-day ; and on the first-day preached 
the Truth to many thousand people, — first in 
his own lodging, — then in the Stceplc-house 
after the sermon, and then at a great meeting 
appointed on purpose, — and aStei the meeting 
disputed with the town -lecturer, and another 
priest : in all which " the teisdom. power and 
jiatunee of Christ appeared voty gloriously " 
to the convincing of many, who were witnesses 
of that day's work. During the week he 
wu diligently engaged " preaching, praying^ 
exhorting, and admonishing, turning the minds 
of all sorts of professors lo the Light of Jesus.'' 
Uany reeeiveil the 'IVntb, ivhich was declared 
onto tbtra, and found hy a living and indivi- 
dual experience, the reality and suhstance of 

■ Sli^phen Cnsfs Tcitimon; lo JatiiM Pimell. 
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that religion, which hitherto they had know 
only as a name. But there were other 
who turned away from him, and refused t 
beSieve ; with these he disputed daily, " will 
great soundnesa, and in the evidence an( 
demonstration of the Spirit," hy which tfii 
mouths of gainsayera were stopped, and muij 
more reached, and convinced of the Truth. 

The prevalence of the Truth among the 
people, stirred up the anger of many, whc 
"gnashed upon him with their teeth;" aoc 
some undertook to make up the deficiency ir 
the weight of the priests and profeBsora 
ailments, hy beating James Parnell witf 
■th^T fista and staves. Under the man] 
'^Kints which he had to suffer, " his spldi 
was never seen to be raised in heat or anger. 
but he was a pattern ofmeekness and patience,' 
cool in disputation, and unresenting under th( 
infliction of personal injury. One day, as hf 
came out of the Nicholas Steeple-honae, ai 
Colchester, some one struck him with a gre&l 
staff, saying with blasphemous sareaam:— 
" There, take that for Jesus Christ's sake.' 
To which he simply replied ; — " Friend, 1 do 
take it for Jesus Christ's sake." He stayed 



at Colcheatcr, thus diligently labonring, and 
soffering for the Truth, about ten days, 

The promulgation of the true Christian 
prindplea, through James Parnell, among a 
people nho had long desired and expected a 
brighter day to arise upon the Church, was 
attended by such great c on vin cement, that 
the priests and other professors began to be 
alanned. Through their instrumentality, and 
by their preaching, many slanderous reports 
irere raised against the Truth and its messen- 
ger*. They strove all they could, to hold it up 
kH odious, to the eyes of the people ; but when 
James Parnell cama amongst them, to reply 
>to their false accusations, they turned away 
firom a public support of their assertions, and 
left their congregations; and James Pamell 
bad thus an opportunity to proclaim still 
Airther, the true doctrines of the despised 
Quakers, doubtless in a much more efficacious I 
tnanner, than would have been the case, ' 
lud the preachers remmned to dispute with 
Idm. At length they began to appoint 
meetings, in order to attempt to per- 
le the people, that the Truth was err 
iJWKeay; and thus by incensing and prejudicdng^ 
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their minda, to prevent them iiroQi hearkening 
to the Quaker-ministers : and at t!ie same 
time they sought their own protection and the 
suppression of their opponents, hy calling in 
the aasiatance of the secular powers. 

James Parnell, hfiving heard that one of 
these meetings was appointed to he held at 
Great Coggeshall, on the 12th of the 5th 
(7th) month, in order, as the priest publicly 
gave out, " to fast and pray against the enois 
of the people called Quakers," he felt drawn 
to be present at the meeting. And, although 
he was pcreuadcd that, their ohject was to 
ensnare him and bring him into bonds, 
should he go to Coggcshall to defend the 
principles which he had preached ; yet, he 
Bays, " I was made willing, not only to be 
bound, hut also to suffer for the pure, eternal 
Truth, which I am made a witness of." He 
manifested on this, as on other occasions, a 
striking desire to proceed orderly, and to give 
as little cause of ofTence as possible ; being, 
as he says, pressed in the spirit to go 
amongst them, in the hehalf and defence 
of the Thith of God, he left his Friendls 
fj^robably assembled for worship), without 



them whither he was going. A Friend 

>Uow«l him to the door, and asked if he 

ight accompany him. James Pamell told 

ID, to use hia freedom to come after, but he 

leaired to go alone. When he cnme to the 

iteeple-bouse, several children would have 

locked in after him, but he requested them to 

in ttrst, that no disturbance might be 

ioned. lie entered orderly, and stood 

silence ; whilst the priest was reviling 

id reproaching tbe Quakers. When he 

finished, and was leaving his scat, James 

Darnell said, " This is the order of the 

Church, that all may speak one by 

le I and if anything he revealed to him 

'dut stands by, let the first hold his peace;" 

tad then proceeded to speak on behalf of 

the People, which the priest had ignorantly, 

nd maliciously belied. But he was soon in- 

teiTupted by the priests, who " ran out into 

nany words, and thus caused great confusion.'' 

At length, ho who had preached, asked James 

Pamell, " what he could object against him^" 

To which he replied, " in that he had reviled 

tlifi Quakers, and said they were built on » 

nndy foundation ; but he would prove their 



foundation not to be sandy, and him to be a 

false prophet."* He Wiis then allowed to 
findicate "the foundation of the Quakers — 
the real people ; not all who were called 
Quakers," — which he stated, was Jesus Christ, 
the little stone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, on which the true Church was ever 
built, and which would break in pieces all 
that wa9 in the mixture. Some then accused 
him that, he owned no church. He replied, 
"he did own a church — the Church in God." 
To which priest Willis, who had preached, 
said, "he spoke nothing but nonsense ;" and 
being interrogated for an example, instanced the 
expression, the "ChiirchinGod." JameaPar- 
nell then took out his Uihie, and showed theDii 
that it was a scriptural expression. So that 
the priest and his companions were made 
Rshamed. After some further disputation, they 
commanded James Pamell to put off his hat. 
whilst the priest prayed ; but rather than do 
this, he left the Steeple- house. 

He was followed by one Justice Wakering, 
and arrested. But was allowed to go into a 

* It is probable that Il;e preacher liadptophesied the 
^eedy dawniatl of Quakerism. 



friend's house till their worship was over ; 
^fchere he spoke to the people, who came 
■together. Being afterwards brought before the 
JuaticeB, he was committed to the common jail 
■t Colchester, ashaving been guilty," with very 
mmy odier persona of his gathering together," 
of a riotous entrance into the parish church 
Bt Great Coggeshall, of causing an unlawful 
utembly in the highway,- and using menacing 
and threatening speeches, tending to the breach 
of the peace. The mittimns bears date, "the 
ISth dny of July, IfiSS :" and is signed by 
Herbert Pellham, Thomas Cook, Dyonysius 
Wakeiing. and William Harlacliinden. It was 
dear enough who were the cliief actors in this 
persecution j for when he was brought before 
the Justices, there were present six or seven 
pnests ; four of these were independents 
who were acting as parish- priests ; these 
preachers came from the different parts of 
Essex, being located in those places, where 
James Parnell had so effectually preached to 
the convincement of the people : and one of 
them spoke in public, to the Justices, in order 
lo stir up their spirits to persecute. "Thus" 
wjrs JamcB Parnell, "the churches gather 



theinselves toi^ther agoinst Christ and ]^^| 
kingdom ; and now the ravening wolves in 
sheep's clothing do appear j yea, their fruits 
make them manifest ; and these are ihey who 
call themselves Jews, hut are not, but the 
synagogue of Satan ; and these are the huilders, 
who have rejected and do reject the Corner- 
stone, which is become the head of the cor- 
ner; and woe unto them, on whom it lights." 
He was kept very close in prison, none of 
his friends being permitted to Bee him "with 
peace and freedom," He occupied the time 
which transpired till the assizes, in writing a 
reply to his mittimus, (in which he clcnily 
exposes its falsities,) which lie sent to the 
magistrates who committed him, " to clear his 
conscience of them." The assizes were to he 
held at Chelmsford, which is twenty-two miles 
from Colchester ; whither he was obliged to 
walk, being hooked with six felons to a chain. 
He was coupled with one suspected of murder, 
and, with three others, was obliged to remain 
on the chain, night and day. " Thus," James 
Parnell remarks, " I was led through the 
country for a gazing-stock unto the world ; 
but Truth was preached in all this, and pre- 
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vailed on the hearts of the people : bo thai 
coald rejoice ia al], and triumph over my I 



JamcH Parnell, as if the chief felon, w 
brought before the Judge with irons upou o 
hand ; hut as some of the people cried out 
against this severity, on the next day, when 
lie waa again brought up, the irons were 
sranoved. A long indictment waa read, con- 
tuning the same charges aa the mittimus : 
and when several witnesses had given their 
testimony against him, the reply which he 
had written to the mittimus, and sent to the 
justices, waa read openly in the court. Judge 
RSls did all he could, by a wrong interpreta- 
tion of bia writings, to incense the jury against 
bim ; and even went so far as to tell them, I 
that, if they did not find him guilty, the sin J 
would lie upon their own heads: but he would 
not allow James Pamell to say a word in his 
own defence, Notwithstanding this unjust 
conductithejuryreturned, and said, they c< 
charge him with nothing but the paper he had | 
written in reply to his mittimus after be waa 
imprisoned ; they could not find him guiUy of J 
lh« charges in the indictment. But this d ~ 



not satisfy the Judge ; and he at length suc- 
ceeded in drawing some words from the fore- 
man, to whicli the rest of the jury did not 
consent, upon which he assumed a legal power 
to re-commit him to prison, having imposed 
two finea, to the value of about forty pounds, 
one for contempt of the miDistry, and the 
other for contempt of the magistracy ; aaying, 
" the Lord Protector iad charged him lo see 
to punish such persons, as should contemn 
either magistracy or ministry," Such were 
the unconstitutional proceedings of his enemies 
against him ; and some of his accusers were 
even allowed to stand upon the bench, near 
the Judge, and frequently whisper in his ear 
during the trial. But he says, " as tlie deceit 
of my enemies was manifested to many, and 
caused them to own the Truth in their hearts, 
I was made to rejoice in all, and mj sufferings 
were not grievous, but joyous." 

Not feeling liberty to pay the fines which 
had been imposed, he was remanded to prison; 
the Judge having given a special charge to the 
jailer, not to allow any "giddy-headed people," 
by which he meant Friends, to come 
On which occasion James Pattiell remarks i- 



" So then they brought me back to prison 

I'Sgaii), 'wliere I still remain in the peace and 

reedom of my spirit, which none can take away, 

■Uiongli [my body] be in the hands of my 

" Yet this I know, that the invisible God is 

working in secret by His power, and with a 

■strong arm is carrying on this great work, 

Pwhich He hatb begun in the earth ; yea, He 

will bring iJown and overturn all, until it come 

into His hand, whose own it is ; and He will, 

exalt His kingdom in the hearts of His people, 

and His Son shall rule over the earth : yea, 

and all His enemies shall he His footstool, and 

■hall bow unto Him, and by down their crowns 

i before Him, and acknowledge His power ; yea, 

■ and He will dash all the forms, and false 

f likenesses and images, which have been set up 

1 by man in his own imaginations, and called 

I chnrcbes. He will dush them and the powers 

I of the eartb, in pieces one against another, like 

I a potter's vessel ; though now they set at nought 

le Comer-stone ; yet then it ahull grind them 

I to powder. For, ' our OihI is a consuming 

' and who is able to stand in the day of 

I His wrath ? It is a fearful thing to fait into 



the hands of the living God. TheiBfore, woe 

to all Hia enemies, asd to him who lifts up his 
hand against hia Maker, to do contrary to what 
He has decreed." 

After the assizes, James Famell thought 
it right to send a letter to the Judge, in 
which, after complaining of the prejudice and 
injustice which he had manifested towards 
him, he says, " Consider what it advantageth 
thee, or what it will advantage thee, when 
thou comest to give an account hefore the Lord 
God of heaven and earth, the Judge of all, 
the quick and the dead, if thou hast now power 
to keep this body in prison, until thou hast the 
life of the creature, which I am made fieely 
willing to give up, rather than deny the Truth 
of ray God ? And if I should pay one penny 
for the liberty of my body in tliis cause, it 
would he as much as if I paid the whole fine, 
which thou hast unjustly laid upon me ; for 
by so doing, 1 should own myself a trans- 
gressor, where I am not guilty. And, also, a 
bought liberty would be bondage to my ipiril ; 
but the liberty tchich 1 have, even under ihff 
bonds, is bondage to thee ; and this liberty thou 
canst not rob me of, by all that thon canst do : 
for it is the/rcc gift of Uod." ^^m 




In Colchester Castle, James Pamell had 
low to undergo a series of cruel persecutions, 
if BD amount and character, perlmps, scarcely 
vet surpassed. The jailer rigidly carried out 
the directioDs of the Judge, not to allow his 
fiiends to come and see hini, as far as suited 
own convenience or fancy. James Parnell's 
yoath, his character as a living minister ot the 
Gospel, his peraerering diligence, and the 
•ufferings he had already undergone, excited 
gTMt interest in the minds of Friends on hia 
iMhalf; and many came from considerable 
diatnncea to visit him in prison ;• but very few 

■e allowed to see him ; those who did, 
obliged to purchase the permission of the j^IeiJ 
Knd then were much abused, and allowed 

Nn in his company but a very short timsh 
In ft letter written to a ftiend, soon after 

• Georgu Foi rnnatkn id hU Joumnl : — "j 
pMMd Ihtaugh Colchi'tUT, I went la vlall Jimei Pwncll 
iliI>riii)D, Imtthe cnirl giioirr would harillyUt us cdidc 
IT ttir with him. Very cruel llnj were unto him ; 
AegaoWiwifelhreatened lo have lui blood i and in 
thst gul tb«]^ did dtatroj him. i» Lhe reader may aee in 
Bbook printed toon afteT bU death, Kiting aoMcoont 
of hi* life and death."— In George WhitGhead'a Chris- 
tian Piogreu, il i) lUled :— " My dear friend IticharjL 
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assizes, he recounts some of the indignilii 
to which he was subjected, and thus conclude* 
the recital : — " Here I aim committed to be 
kept a prisoner ; but I am the Lord's free-man, 
and I know assuredly that He will judge and 
avenge my cause upon my adversariea. • * 
And so I rest with confidence in Him, who 
will not leave nor forsake me, for whose sake 
I snfier bonds, the time of His good will and 
pleasure." But whilst those who wished to 
console and relieve him, were abused and shnt 
out, such as came to insult and scorn him, 
were allowed free admission ; and were evea 
urged on by the jailer's wife, who manifest^.v 
a very bitter spirit towards him, often direct!) 
her man to beat him, and frequently beat 
him herself; and such was her enmity a 
this innocent and nnresenting victim, that d 

Clapton and I meeting agaiQ in High Suffolk, ia ri 
Sth month (7tb) 1655, travelled together 
Colchester, where Jamei Pamell, that early ai 
of Chriit, nag priBoner in the cattle, he having bt 
committed a little time before ; «e visited him ie 

a suffer for his faithfiil (eatimoiiy, I 
wu camfotte^ in our visit : and He were glad to ■ 
ig nnder that confinement. Sec." 



Me was gr 
I wu camfu 
m lumao wel 



n awoie, " atte would have his blood, or he 
diDuld have het's." To which he vould 
teply, " Woman, I will not have thine." 
Sometimes they refused to give him food ; at 
Others, they aet the prisoaera to ateal the food, 
trhea it was brought to him. Some of hia 
[s provided a trundle-bed for hia use ; hut 
f refuaed to allow him to have this accom- 
nodAtioc, and he was forced to lie on the 
es, which in a wet season would run down 
b water. At first, he was allowed a room, 
r which he paid four-pence a night ; but his 
lutOTB threatened him, if he only walked 
1 fro in it ; and at length, (as though 
ibai object was to wear out his patience by 
heaping injury to injury, and by withdrawing 
every thing, that could in any way admi- 
I his outward comfort, add suffering 
to anffering,) they would not allow him 
even this. There wtre in the castle-walk, 
which were of cxceasive thickness, two rows 
of Tsolted holea ; into one of which they put 
IB not unlike a baker's oven, though 
Itigfaet ; it was twelve feet from the ground, 
id the ladder which was allowed him, waa only 
I foet long; id that he was obliged to climb 
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tie remaining six feet, over the broken 
by means of a rope, the jailer not even 
mitting him to uae » basket and cord to 
up hia food, but obliging him to fetch 
every occaaion.' From living in this misei 
cold and damp situation, his limbs gitv 
nusbed; and on one occasion, whilst atte: 
ing to return to his hole, be missed bis foo 
and fell to the ground. He received ho si 
an injury, that he was taken up as dead. 
the unrelenting jailer knew no pity, and pi 
him in a little bole, called the " oven," I 
down : here there was no window nor , 
and when the door was shut, he bad scK 
any air or light. When be had recovei 
little from his fall, he was still kept cli 
confined, and not allowed to go out foi 
ail ; and when on one occasion, the doi 
the bole having been left open, he walket 
into the yard, the jailer locked him ou 
nigbt, in the extremity of winter. 

Amid all this suffering he was not unmii 
of his Friends ; bnt. as Stepen Crisp ha 
marked, "laboured for the building up of 
that were convinced ; and be saw the deal 



91 



his aonl conceming innny, in whom tie lived to 
•ee the seed which he had sown, multiply and 
grow, 10 his refreshment." Nor were his Friends 
tuunindful of him, hut lahoured earnestly 
b> obtain, if possible, a mitigation of his 
■erere and cruel suffering ; but aU their efforts 
: in Tain. Then it might have been said, as 
said of the primitiTe members of Christ's 
^Siarch — " See, how these Christians love 
another," for one of hia Friends, Tliomas 
offered to lie, body for body, that 
might have liberty to go to a Aiend's house, 
401 he was recovered, promising that hia body 
Mhould be returned, if he died. But this was 
'VcAiBed, as well as a bond of forty ponnds, 
by two other Friends. 
In tliis state of suffering and hardship, he 
Vred about ten or eleven months : but after 
m time hie constitution began to sink under tt. 
It appears that towards the latter part of liia 
impdaonmcnt, two Friends, Anne Langley 
ud Thomas Shortland, were allowed ta visit 
iim. These were witnesses of hb peaceful 
slow, and that his iiiith remained unshaken to 
the end. He exprcNsed to them his sense, 
Uut he " died mnocentlf/ ;" and said, "mk I 
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must go; this death I ntuist die." He further 
said, '' he had seen great things." His last 
moments appear to have been remarkably 
cahn. He requested his friends " not to hold 
him, but to let him go ;" and then, sa;^g. 
" note Iffo," he stretched out himself and fell 
into a sweet sleep, and having slept about ac 
hour, breathed no more. Thus died one, who 
in the very morning of his days, had yielded 
his heart to the visitations of the Holy 
Spirit, and through faith, patience, and steady 
obedience, became a mighty instrnment in the 
Lord's hand, to gather many into the Re- 
deemer's one fold of true rest. He was 
interred in the Castle-yard, where the other 
prisoners were commonly buried, because the 
jailer refused to give up the body without 

The malice of his enemies, however, did 
not terminate with his life ; but in order to 
cover their own cruelty, and to detract, if 
possible, irom the character of one, whose life 
and death had been alike a reproach to 
themselves, both as men, and especially 
as professing Christians, they industriously 
spread a report by ballads and other means. 
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■that he bad starved himself,* because during 
llbe last ten days of hia life, he was unable to 
I take any food, beyond oceaaionally a. little 
r milk and vater. Such a. report, of eourae, 
d no weight nich the serious and reflecting 
' part of the community, many of whom, besides 
fnends, bad been much interested in bia ' 
' nfibrings, and used efforts to obtain bis liber- 
ktion. James Pamell was the first Friend 
■who died in prison for bis religion ; and his 
I appears to have produced considerable 
I among those in power, who now 
jrofeBsed to foci grieved that his case had not 
jdaimed more of their consideration, before it 1 
ma too late. ' 

Itceemed better thus rapidly to recount the 
ufierings and death of this faithful servant of 
&e Lord, during )iis last imprisonment, than 
to break the narrative by the intcrsperaion of 
other matter. It may now be well to retrace 
«r steps a little, and see how he was employed 

• Or mdiei, thathe killed hiaiKlSbyeittuiMfaliag, 
Rr long falling. The^prDfeBaedlolbinlc thalThomu j 
hoiUand h*d brongbt some bieid and milk Jar A< 
Uidi WIS intended Tor luni Ftindt, who hod cngi); 
) wMDfahjhiindurLnM the night, pKviuuilo hli dM 



dtuing his rigorous confinement. Men had 
the power to confine his body : but they cauld 
not limit, nor controul the operations of that 
Spirit which wrougbt in him. His mind was 
active, amid outward sufferings and incon- 
veniences of a kind aad amount, which seem 
to us, not only such as might excuse much 
labour for the Truth, but even almost to pre- 
clude the possibility of doing much. Yet 
his earnest spirit still remembered the Lord's 
heritagCi and from the lonely and suffering 
ceJl, was concerned to address the newly con- 
vinced, and to endeavour to build up, through 
the medium of epistles, those churches, which 
had been gathered by his instrumentality, and 
to which he was no longer permitted to preach 
the Word of lile. And not only was his spirit 
concerned on behalf of believers, but also for 
the wicked, whom he exhorted to turn away 
from their evil ways, that they might not 
perish in the day of wralh and righteous 
retribution. Some of these papers from the 
cell of " the proto-martyr of out Society," 
will be interesting, as well as instrucrive. 

Soon after he was rc-committed to Colchester 
Castle, he wrote the following epistle : — • 
Crisp has Temst^eA-.— "^«^"*^'«i 
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" A few words to all my dear friends, in 
*iiil about the County of Esses. 
" And all you, my dear friends, you scattered 
I tnd despised ones, whom the Lord, by His 
I poireiful Word, is now gathering out of dark- 
n into marvellous light, — out of the king- 
dom of this world into the kingdom of His 
dear Son ; whom He is separating to Himself 
to walk before Him in holiness, that you might 
kiow Him, and He might know you in the 
l^ht of His countenance ; whose faces He hath 
turned towards Zion, to seek after a land of 
rest to your wearied souls, which have heen 
tossed to and fro, from mountain to hill, in 
r this cloudy and dark day, seeking rest, but 
i. But now is the day of beauty 

e about ten or eleven [□□iiths, in great Belf-denial 
Ud cirefulneas, being truly watchful ovec the flock of 
lOod, both in Essex and Cambridgeshire, HunCingdon- 
c, and the Isle of Ely, and elsewhere, where he had 
■veiled and turned mBn; ta Gad ; and wrote mjuiy 
1 and henenly Episllee, both to particular pa- 
the churches in general, which were bo 
re have no certain account of them, and 
[>tp]ice them in order if we would, if itl] could be 
d together." — The original papers here alluded 
■ be very inlsresting. 



broken forth nigh you, even in you ; yea, and 
glad tidings are coini; unto your wearied aouls, 
by which a pure love to the Everlasting Truth 
ia begotten in you, which has been freely 
declared amongst you by the messengert of 
the Most High, who have reached the witness 
forGodinyour consciences,whichdothaeal the 
same upon your hearts, which la your Teacher, 
unto which you hearken and are obedient: in 
which light all stand atill, and behold the worb 
which the Lord hath begun amongst us; and 
you shall have no cause of discouragement, 
though the raging sea doth rise, and the raging 
waves do swell, as if they would swallow all 
up ; yet it is limited by the Unlimited, and it 
shall but foam out its own shame. And aa I 
had a time to preach the Truth amongst yon, 
to the oonvincement of many ; so, also, now 
1 have a time to seal the same with padent 
suffering in the bonds of the Gospel, that yoD 
may see, tliai it is no other, bal tehat we are 
made able and tfiliing to teal with patient *»f- 
ferhtg, yea, viith our blood, if we be called to 
it ; aa many of us have done in this nation, 
though it be culled a land of Uherty, yet it 
for iniqufty ; but truth and equity arc stranj 
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it, and therefore are persecuted. But you 
that are thought worthy to receive these stran- 
gers, happy are jou. And tliough the raging 
Sodomites compass you about, to cause you to 

)ut these strangers, that they may nork 
their wills upon them, yet^ be faithful, and fear 
them not ; but cast out your darlings before 
them, and stand in the faith of the God of 
truth and equity, and you shall see the Sodo- 
struck with blindness, and they shall not 
be able to prevail c^ainst you ; but when they 
are weary with striving, they shall be made to 
lie down in sorrow ; and so shall it be fulfilled, 
vfaich of old was prophesied, that ' no weapon 
formed against the faithful shall prosper ;' but 

to them icho lift up the heel against them. 
Therefore I charge you all, in the name of the j 
God of Truth, be faithful, valiant, and bold 1 
for the Truth received ; and as you have 
'received it, mo walk in it, that you may profess 

»re in word, than in life you seal ; that 

ttw light may be preached forth in your lives, 

shine forth in youi conversations, to the 

glory of the Father of lights, and the confound- 

of the heathen, who profess Ood in words, 

but in life deny Him. And be willing that 
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self shall suffer far the TrutJi, aai not the 
Truth foe self, (for the Truth was ever sealed 
with persecution, since Cain's generation had 
a being upon earth,) and so own the croas, and 
despise the shame ; and give up to suffer for 
the Truth received, all you who would follow 
theLambto the land of rest, and through many 
triakfouwill wax strongand bold and confident 
in your God : for God is not known, what a 
God He ie, till the time of trial. And all 
keep your meetings in the name and fear of 
the Lord God, waiting for His power, in the 
obedience to His light, which in your con- 
sciences doth reprove you when you do amiss, 
that in it you may wait, and watch over the 
foes that are of youi own house, that you may 
know the warfare begun in your hearts against 
your spiritual enemies ; and bo the God of 
power manifest Himself amongst you by His 
mighty power, bringing down all that in you, 
which opposes Him, and would not that He 
should leign over you, and esalt Hia own 
Seed in your hearts, and establish you is 
righteousness, that you may bear His image ; 
and He shall be youi God, and ye shall be 
His people. 



" And ao in the unchangeable Truth I r 
unity with all the faithful, in the glori 
leity of the sona of Gnd, thougli ii 
Dads for your sakes, 
" Known to all that can read me in spirit, 
"JrtMKS Parnell." 

" To Friends in Essex. 

" Friends — To that of God in all your eon- 
dmcea, I speak, which there witnesses for 
tad, which is according to the mind of God, 
rUch is placed in your hearts to be your 
tacher — to teach you to do the will of God, 
nd how to walk up to the mind of God, and 
t distinguish between truth and error, and 
ctween the precious and the vile, and between 
inithat serveth the Lord and bim that serveth 
iim not. Whieh Teacher— the Light, en- 
i^tens your und era tandinj^s, andlcta you see 
hs land of darkness, where the house of 
tmdage is, where the righteous Seed lies 
MiresBed, and where the man of sin rules, 
nd death hath dominion ; which Light is 
lODE guide out of the house of bondage, and 
■t (rf the land of darkness, and out of death' 
bntinion ; and sliirw l.lie man o! am, «ft4. 
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separates you from the children of darkness, 
and leads you out from among them, to seek 
after another kingdom, wherein is witnessed 
the perfect day, where sorrow and sighing fly- 
away. But then, you must come out of your- 
selves, and deny your own wisdom and reason 
and whatsoever springs from self, which is at 
enmity with the Light, and opposes, argues, 
and contends agdnst the Light, which by the 
Light is condemned. But if you hearken 
unto self, then you stumble in the way ; and 
many stumbling-blocks lie before you, and 
thorns and briars catch hold of you, and your 
feet stick in the mire , and there you toil in the 
thraldom, and many hardships and impossibi- 
lities appear before you, and doubts, and fears, 
and questionings, and murmurings, repinings 
and unbelief rise in you ; and many tempta- 
tions betake you— sometimes to return and 
die in Egypt,— sometimes to long after the 
delights and fleshpots of Egypt, — sometimes 
to think that God has utterly forsaken you, — 
sometimes to question the very Truth of God, 
and to be ready to call it a lie. There is the 
wavering and unstable mind ; and all this 
arises out of darkness, where self stands ; sU 



by hearkening unto self. Therefore, 
nnto the Light, the tneasenger of God, keep 
your minds, which hringa the message of 
peace, and the glad tidings of salvndon ; unto 
*Uch keep close, and own it alone to be your 
teacher, guide, and counsellor, in all the way 
ttmn^h. which you ore to pnss, and in all 
tluDgs that you axe to do: stand in the denial 
of self and all Its ends, and onn the Light, 
which leads into singleness unto God out of 
■elfish ends. Then the Light will remove all 
atambling-biocks, and lead you through the 
Ini&rs and thorns, and your feet shall not stick 
ire ; but the crooked way shall be 
made straight, and the rough and Imrd nay 
j^ain and easy. For in the Light there is no 
occasion of stumbling, but it keeps your feet , 

erring, and your tongues from evil speak- 

ing, as you hearken unto it, which when you 

; to the right hand or to the lefi, 

I is the uiay, walk in it.' This is the 

-word in you — from whence comes faith, which 

otikeB all things easy and passible ; but 

tnUhoat faith it ia impossible to please God.' 

faith is the gift of God ; and so is this 

of Truth, from whence faith springs ; 




which judgetli down all tnurmurings, doubt- 
ingB, and repinings, and all carelessness, 
lightness, lustings and eatthlineas, and con- 
demns tile ground from which all these 
things spring. And here the ministration of 
eondemnation is witnessed, which in its time is 
glorious ; through which comes the ministration 
pf peace, which exceeds the other in glory. 
But take heed of getting these things into the 
coraprehenaion to talk of; but let the time of 
silence and patience have its work, in which 
wait for the fulfilling of these things, that you 
may read them within, and that they may 
show forth theinselyes in the life, which adonis 
and honours theTruth ; that so you may become 
vessels of honour : but this cannot be wit- 
nessed without faithfulness ; for it is the willing 
and obedient that shall eat the good of the land. 
" Therefore, Friends, see how you stand in 
faithfulness to that, which in your measures is 
made known unto you ; for faithfulness is of 
great value — and faithfulness is as well in 
secret, as in public, knowing that all things 
are public unto God, who will judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ. Therefore, he that is 
&ithful over a little, is approved of God, lati 



'■"ill be made mler over much [ but he that is 

^Jothfnl is cast out, and that which he lialh is 

**len from him. These things you have read 

■Without, but noiv learn them within ; and read 

^ourselvea, and you need not he deceived ; for 

ty the Light your hearts are searched, and by 

t bU things are made manifest, by which you 

5 eitber approved or disapproved unto God, 

all your words and actions. Therefore, by 

is «et a watch nver all your thoughts, words, 

d actions, that the righteous Judge may be 

t up in your heorta, which condemns deceit 

d iniquity, and estahlislielh righteousness in 

the earth, and trutii and equity in the inward 

parts, and cleanseth the heart from evil, that 

dlis alone may guide you, and be your spring 

ion in all your ways and doings. And 

then self will have no part, but all things will 

'be ifiae in the cross to self, in singleness unto 

God. Then He alone is glorified, and His 

bar and awe are placed in the heart, and the 

l9Dgue is bndled, and the will curbed, and the 

bean cleansed, and kept clean ; for ' it is thai 

goeth out of the heart that defilel/t.' — 

Therefore, 1 say unto youall — watch, that the 

Pure may exercise your minds, which ciueifles 
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tlie carnal part, anil mortifies the deeds of Ibe 
fleah, and establishes purity in the heart, lutd 
brings forth the fruits of the Spirit, which is 
love in a pure life, that here you may come to 
live, and walk and grow together in xmity in 
your measures ; for that which separates &om 
the unity is self, which causes love to wax 
cold ; but if you abide in the love of God. 
self is denied ; and where self is owned, the 
love of God is denied. So here is the enemy 
□f your own house, (gainst which you are to 
war ; and in the Light which discovers self, is 
your power and strength ; and as you receive 
it, you receive power to deny self in its ap- 
pearances ; which power reconciles your hearts 
one to another, and brings you into perfect 
Mendsliip and unity, which stands not in the 
will of man, but in the pure nature, which is 
the cross to that will, which the world, there- 
fore, cannot bear, for it breaks the world's 
fellowship, love, and friendship, all which 
stand in the corrupt will of carnal men, 
wherein stand all their customs, fashions, and 
traditions, and all their worship and profession, 
out of wliich also ariseth persecution gainst 
you, who dwell in the pure nature, and use the 



''"lingle, pure languugf, which their i^orrupt 
wills L'annot hear. But look not out at what 
they can do to you, knowing that the utter- 
iiioBt is, but to take the life of the body : but 
■tya the Lord, your God, in it ; and count it 
70Ur riches, that you are found worthy to suffer 
for righteousness' sake ; for through many 
trials and tribulations you will come forth 
pure unto the Lord, and strong in the faith. 

"So, the Lord God of power be with you, 
tnd by his mighty power keep you low, and 
watchful in your conditions, that you may 
legard your eternal good above all things 
under the sun ; that every one of you may 
*«alk and grow in the Truth, which you have 
ifeceived, daily dying unto the things which 
ih, that you may come to dwell in the life 
'sfOod, out of the creatures; and then the 
true use of them will be given you, and the 
pure wisdoni: as it was in Uic beginning, 
when man was ii. the right use of the crea- 
tures ; and here paradise will be found. But 
be that believeth moketh not haste ; and by 
'patient continuance in well-doing.' you will 
riuip if you fiiinl nut : wherein I bid you ftrc- 
well. 
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106 MEMOIR OF 

" Dear friends, it was the love of God In met 
which runa forth to the Soed in you, iritid) 
constrained me to write unto you, and Tint 
you with this epistle, now my bodily presence 
is by the corrupt will of man, baried from 
you ; yet my spirit does not cease to cry on 
your behalf, that the Lord by his power (by 
which He hath awalcened you out of sleep, 
and caused his witness to answer to his tnidi) 
would bless and prosper this his happy woric 
in your hearts, to the bringing forth his jwp* 
cious Seed to rule and have dominion, that bo 
his glorious Light may shine forth in your 
conversations, and his beauty appear in your 
image, that the heathen may be ashamed, 
and fear before the Lord your God. And 
here, my friends, is my comfort in the midst 
of bonds : yea, if this body was to be sacri- 
ficed up, it would not abate ray joy that I 
have in you, in whom the work of God pros- 
pers. Therefore, I charge you all in the name 
of the living God, whom ye profess, to abide 
diligent and circumspect in his fear, that ye 
grieve not the Spirit of God, nor cause hia 
holy name to be blasphemed, lesl you add 
affliction to the bonds of the Gospel. 




"This from a friend, who is known in spirit, 
who for the innocent Seed's sake suffers the 
boticis of the Gospel. 

" James Parkell. 
" From Colchester Castle, 

the 9th (lith) month, 1655." 



" To William Dewsliury. 

" Dear and precious brother in the 
unchangeable Truth of God, I do, 
measure, dearly salute thee. Thou art bleased 
of the Lord, dear brother ; thy fatherly care 
over me I do own, and thy voice is a comfort 
to me. I am kept aud nourished in the midst 
of my enemies; glory be to God in the highest, 
who hath counted me worthy to bear the 
bonds of the Gospel. 

"Dear Brother — glad am I to hear from 
thee, and of my dear brother, Thomas Stubbs, 
irith thee, whom I love in the Lord, and the 
rest of my fellow -prisoners ; the Lord hath set 
thee a father over them. 1 know thy burden 
M great, for the work lies upon thee ; but thy 
joy is in thy children, 

" Truly there is a great appearance in thcK 
parts, but there is much want of ministcMJ 
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eince I was casl in bonds ; but a pretty liberty 
I had amungat them, before they were Buffered 
tg lay hold on me. And great was the work 
of tlie Lord, and much did it spread to my 
great comfort. And now these bonds have 
been very serviceable, to the piercing tlie 
hearts of many, and the discovery of the 
spirit of my persecutors, and to the confirming 
of those in the Truth that were convinced : 
they have laboured to make my bonds grievous, 
but my strength the Philiatiues know not, 
friends are much barred from me, yet not all, 
Our tender sister, M. S. is here in bonds in 
the town prison — she was put in last evening 
for speaking to a priest — she hath been in twice 
before this within a week, but they had no 
power to keep Ler in, 

"So may the same power that keeps thee, 
keep me ; and let thy prayers be for me. 

" I rest with thee in the brotherly unity, 
thy tender brother, 

"James Farnell." 

" For my dear brother William Dewsbury 
in the common Gaol at Northampton." • 

'■ Colchester Castle, 
I6th of 10th (12th) month, lt)55 " 

• iMtQii of Early Frienda. 



"An Epistle to Friends, 

"All ye friends of the Light, thiiugh we 
who ate your ministers and meBSengers of 
Light, be cast into prisons, holei, and dun' 
geona, and kept there by the deviliab, cor- 
rupted will of man, and it be suffered by God, _ 
the Father of Light, for the fulfilling of fbe 
Scriptures upon that generation, which was 
prophesied of by the ministers and measengors 
of Light in the days of old, who suffered in 
die same nature, by the aame generation, for 
the same testimony ; and though the Lord 
yet suffers the same generation to act in their 
nature against us, and fill up their measure of 
wrath, it is for the manifestation of His Truth, 
and exaltation of Hia name of power. And 
through all this, arc we known, and made 
manifest unto you, who ace in the Light : and 
the heathen come to know and confess that 
He is greater that is willi ua, than all they 
that can rise up against us. And in all this 
we do rejoice, and, tlirough our sufferings are 
crowned, and get the victory over the world, 
without, [as well] as within. And though we 
an kept [in prison, yet it is for] the Lord's ap- 
pointed time ; therefore, lYionds, eye the Loci^| 
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in all these tliiugs ; and look not out 
nor at what man can do, either for ( 
us ; but eye God in all his works, 
his instruments ; and there will be no cause 
for discouragement : for discouragement and 
fears, doubts and questionings, spring from 
the carnal mind. But an eternal witness we 
have in all your consciences, which by the 
Word of po*er is awakened in you, by which 
we are known, by which we are owned, by 
whicb we ate witnessed and received into 
your hearts, wherein our unity stands with 
you, who are faithful unto it, by whicb we are 
remembered unto you, though far absent in 
body. And this witness we have in the men 
of the world ; though they do not receive it, 
nor like to retain it in their minds ; wherefore 
they do not receive us ; but as the witness 
lies slain in them, tlierefore do they strive to 
stay us : and this is their condemnation, which 
will witness unto God against them, out of their 
own mouths. And thus, we are a sweet savour 
unto God, both in you that believe, and in 
them that perish. Therefore, you that do 
believe, take heed unto this witness, snd mind 
, that it may 



exercise your consciences in unity with Ood, 
that you may be kept in the sense of it, and 
be taught and guided by it into the cross to 
your own wills, tJiat the will of God may 
guide you, and not your own will : that so the 
living witness may be raised up in you, to live, 
Bnd rejoice, and be your head ; and that which 
Iiath been your head, maybe brnised; and so, 
Friends, your hearts come to be established 
and confirmed in the unchangeable Truth, unto 
which you are called, that you may be the 
diildren of Truth. So all you who own this 
voice, keep close to the witness in your own 
miods and consciences, that you may feed 
Qpon the living substance at the table of the 
Lord ; and there partake of the union and 
communion of saints ; and as every one of 
you dwell in your own measurcB, the thingii 
[of God] will come to be cleared up to yon,! 
and the shadows will vanish away. 

'■ Keep at home, every one, in your tenia jh 
and let the candle stand upon the condteatick, •( 
that the whole house may be enlightened ; leat 
the thief get in at a secret comer, and trouble 
you, and rob you, and cast a veil over your 
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■' So, white you have tile light, iihide in it, 
and in it you will see more light ; and sweep 
clean within, and search every comer, and 
Buffer not an enemy to remain in the house. 
Cast out that, which hath been in the bosom j 
and let the Lamb be there, who has said, "He 
that loves anything better than me, is not 
worthy of me." So, unto the Light bring 
aU : and woe unto him that hides from the 
Light ; the day will make him manifest. 

'' Oh ! rest not above the Life ; feed upon 
nothing below it. Follow the light, which 
leads your minds unto the Son ; for in Him 
ii peace, yea, true peace, which cannot be 
broken : yea. He is the bond of peace. If 
you abide in Him, He will abide in you ; and 
you shall bring forth fruit plentiftdly ; and 
He will refresh you with the heavenly dew, 
and ye shall flourish, as in a summer's day, 
yea, as plants of righteousness. But the 
spring comes first. Oh ! how pleasant, and 
beautiful is the spring in a barren field, where 
barrenness and deadneas fiy away : as the 
spring comes on, the winter casts her coat, 
and the summer is nigh. Oh, wait to see and 
read tliese things wittin, "You, 'iVwA.^w.-seNiectt 
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s barren, and dead and dry, without sap, unto 
©n the Sun of righteousness is risen witli 
bis wings, and begins to shine iin 
your coasts. For this is a day, wherein the 
I<ocd is come to visit you ; yea, to you who 
:longsat in darkness, now light is sprung 
Oh ! mind the secret springs, [sprigs ?] 
■ad the tender plants. 

" Now yon are called to dress the garden ; 
let not the weeds and wild plants remain. 
Peevishness is a weed ; anger is a weed ; 
'■elf-love and self-will are weeds ; pride is a 
Trfld plant; covetousness is a wild plant; 
B^tness and vanity are wild plants ; and lust 
' it the root of all. And these things have had 
ft room in your garden, and have been tall and 
Mrong : and truth, innocency, and equity, 
lUtve been left, and could not be found, until 
iSu Sun of righteousness arose, and searched 
out that which was lost, and brought again 
that which was driven away. Therefore, 
stand not idle, but come into the vineyard and 
inirk. Your work shall be to watch, and 
keep out the fowls of the air, the unclean 
I, the wild bears, and the subtle foxes. 
Uud He that is the Husbandm&n, will v'l'ck 
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up the wild plants and weeds, and make 
defence about the vines ; He will tell you 
what to do; He, who is Father of the vine- 
yard, will he nigh you. Now, read within, 
or you will stumhk : and what is not 
clear unto you, wait for the fulfilling : ' he that 
believethf maketh nol haste.' But, you, who are 
covered with leaves only, the Son wil! search : 
you must come to the fall of the leaf, and to 
the time of deadnesa and winter, before the 
life will appear, and the living springs be 
opened. You must cast off your own garraenta, 
and then the Son will clothe you ; but not 
before you arc naked ; you must not have, 
no, not so much as, an apron of fig-lea,yes, to 
cover your nakedness ; for shame must come 
upon all flesh." 

This Epistle has no date. There can be no 
doubt that it was written from CotcheBter 
Castle. 

The following letter bears the latest date of 
any of James Pamell's writings, as far as I 
have been able to discover ; it was written 
about five months from the time of his 
first imprisonment ; but as there were 
letters written by him, during his confine 




Colchester Castle, which have not I 
preserved, it is probably, not the last I 
wrote ; it is addressed ; — 

" To my dear Friends, brethreii, and s: 
in the city of Londou." 

" To yuu translated ones my love from tl 
life doth flow ; you that are translated anfl 
renewed in heart and mind ; you that are 
separated and redeemed from amongst the 
children of this world, and the pollutions and 
sbominations, that they live in ; in whom the 
worka of the new creation, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness, are established ; who are beau- 
. tifal within, who arc adorned within, who are 
comely within, who are purified and cleansed 
within by the precious Blood of the Lamb, 
with whom you are crucified ; who are in 
Him ; who have put on the weddii^g garment, 
and are admitted to the table of the Lord, and _ 
' are partakers of the holy union 
' " Oh, ye blessed of the Lord, ye habei a; 
children of the Most Migh, who dwelleth i 
purity and reigneth in majesty, who hath 
eitablished and set up His throne in your 
hearts : in you is my joy and great delight. 
Yea, 1 remember you, when ye were tcndt^H 
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and springing up, but by waiting an the Lord, 
ye have renewed your atrengtb, and the more 
is my joy made full in you ; and ye are made 
precious in ray sight, ye that are inward Jews, 
of the heart circumcision, redeemed &om kin- 
dred, tongues, languages and people, who are 
come to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to wor- 
ship the Father in Spirit and in truth, whom 
He hath chosen to hear His holy im^e, which 
Iiuth been bo much defaced in the world, and 
in you to exalt, and gloriiy his name of 
holiness amongst the heathen, and them that 
know Him not, now in this day, wherein He 
is visiting the earth with judgment, and with 
mercy, and with mighty power, to call to an 
account the inhabitants of the earth. And 
blessed are you, wlio have hearkened unto His 
voice; ye shall sing, and rejoice, when others 
shall weep, and mourn, and howl; though 
your portions [now] among them be sufferings, 
scomings, mockings, deridings, backbitings, 
revilings, persecutions, stripes, impiisonmenta, 
yet have you learned to account these things 
as riches, who know the Comforter within 
you, and your Redeemer to live with you ; I 
do rejoice in^all these things, being now made 
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partaker of them ; 1 am not unknown unto 
you; my voice ye know of old. Oh how do 
I long to see your faces, but in that I am 
atraitened for a time ! My life is bound up in 
many of yosr hearts, which makes me that I 
csnoot forget you, though my body is kept in 
strait bonds ; but the straitness will be broken, 
when He hath perfected His praise in them, 
who is my only keeper and supporter. 

" Oh, ye simple doves, who sit without 
guile in your mouths ! oh, how I am ravished 
with the love of you, when I behold you in 
spirit ! You that have given up unto death, 
to the famine, to the sword, and to the Gre, 
and have patiently submitted unto the Father's 
will, and willingly sacrificed up your darling; 
your faith is unto you imputed for righteous- 
neifl ; and the God whom you have trusted 
and believed in, will make you rich in Him, 
and give you substance incorruptible, and an 
inheritance that never fades. In measure you 
can set your seals to what is written unto 
you. 

" But some have listened to the evil spirit, 
cw^h hath brought evil tidings of the good 
^^Mt and such have turned back into EgyMM 
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and joined with the magicians thereof to 
den Pharoah's heart against the innocent, and 
filled the mouths of the heathen with blas- 
phemous speeches. But let them go oa ; ' he 
that is filthy, let him be filthy staU ;' for He 
Cometh quickly, whose reward is with Him, 
to give unto them according to their doings. 
But all things work together for the good 
of you, who atand in the faith, who are 
not moved with the winds that blow, nor the 
storms that come against you, who eye the 
hand of Providence in all theae things, which 
bringeth good out of evil to you-wards, who 
abide in the Truth, and stray not. 

" So, as you have tasted, felt, known, and 
experienced of Him, so trust ye in Him, and 
remain in your sure confidence, which is 
begotten in you by His Word ; and be ye as 
lights in the dark world both by word and 
conversation, that in all things yc may be 
d by the Father's [Spirit] in your con- 
, as faithful and obedient children, 
every one in your calling, wherein you are 
called, that you may obtain the prize thereof 
in the end of youi race. Oh, lift up your 
heads, and look, up to l\ie¥at\iex.Mv4 






He hath tendered you, and how His love hath 
l>een tendered towards yoa all along, who hath 
not left you without instructors and nursing- 
fathers, who have watched over you with 
tender care. In much love and tenderness am 
I drawn forth towards you little ones, who 
spring from the root of the Vine, because 
you bear my Father's image. Long have I 
waited to write to you, and lately I had an 
opening of you, which caused me to visit you 
with this epistle ; for ye have oftentimes heen 
in my rememhrance, though I could not write. 
And now you must read me in that love, 
which tongue cannot express, and in that 
epbtle which is written in your hearts, 
without either paper or ink, by the immortal 
Word of life, and there my name you will 

" So, the Lord God Almighty, the keeper 
of Israel, overshadow you, and in His holy 
presence keep you pure and innocent, that 
you may show fortli His praise in the earth, 
and shine as the sons and daughters of Zion ; 
into whose blessed protection I commit you, 
and do lie down with you, who am a sufferer 
■sa outward bonds by the will o? mcft. fox^Vfc 
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innoceiit Seed's sake, but at liberty with ttie 
feithM ; who am called 

"Jambs PAKNEtL." 

" Written from Colchester Castle, 
"The 12th of UthMoiith,1655" (IstMonth, 
1656). 

These letters bear a precious stamp, which 
evidences the writer to have been a true child 
of God through Jcaus Christ ; that we cannot 
doubt, as was remarked by Thomas Bayles 
respecting him, that "he was hated, and 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, and for tes- 
tifying agaijist the gross hypocrisy of that 
day," The cruel, bitter, and unrelenting spirit 
of persecution, which his enemies manifested, 
and so long exercised towards him, too clearly 
shows, that they were the children of that 
Babylon, of whom it was prophesied that, 
she would be made drunk with the blood of 
the Lord's children. Whilst the entire dedi- 
cation of his all by James Parnell to the 
Lord's service, — his meekness under wrong, — 
his patience under suffering and insult, — the 
steadfast iniegrity of his heart, through a long 
period, not of suffering dt\\v. Viu^. nl \i\«. 
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mockiug, and subjection to the taunting and 
jesting of wicked men, which is more difficult 
to bear than severe paiD, — his fervent love 
of the brethren, whilst he was in bonds, and 
the tender breathing of his very soul, thut 
they might, through obedience to the light 
received, come to know God and His Son 
truly, and ever dwell under the protecting 
wing of infinite Love, — manifest that he was 
redeemed from the world, and afford the 
strongest assurance that, through much tribu- 
lation, he has entered the kingdom of heaven, 
and is now wearing the crown promised to all 
those who are "faithful tinio death," 



The following particuiara respecting Col- 
chester Castle, abridged from an account 
kindly supplied by a Friend of Cotcheater, 
will not be uninteresting to the reader : — 
" The present Castle at Colchester is so 
evidently Roman, tliat there cannot be a 
doubt of its having been erected after the 
conquest, when fortresses were built m the 
most considerable towns of England, with 
a view to a more completa subjugation o 
the inhabitants. It was for many years in 
the possession of the Crown ; and afterwards 
passed through several private hands, on 
whom attempted to pull it down for its n 
rials, but the cement of the walls appeared | 
be of such strength and solidity, that the s 
of the materials was not likely to 
expenses, and it was left standing, althon^ 
much defaced. It is now much obscured fa 



surrounding houses, and would escape the 1 
notice of a pasaiag traveller, wlio may be J 
ignorant of its locality. The structure iaj 
square, and flanked at the angles by strong 
and once lofty towers. It occupies a surfaca 
of more than half an acre. Its walls are nearljDl 
twelve feet thick at the basement, and eleven"! 
in the upper story. In the western waUig 
there are two rows of singular cells 
nitches, whicb look as if they had been 
scooped out of the wall; they are about ten 
feet high, four feet wide, and three feet 
deep. These, perhaps, were formerly built up 
in front, and might have been uaed as solitary 
dungeons. Tradition says that it was in one 
of these cells, that James Parnell was im- 
mured." — The size of the cells are stated 
from memory. There can be no doubt, I think 
that it was one of these cells, which formed 
the last dwelling place of James Parnell. It 
appears from Sewel that be had visited the 
Castle, probably with the express view of see- 
ing " the hole," in which this innocent sufferer 
was immured, He describes the cells, as 
they are mentioned above, viz., "two rotei of 
vBuUed hohx." At the time oi Vw V\«i\,i "Cci* 
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memory of James Pamell must have been 
stili fresh ; sa that his testimony is almost as 
valuable iis that Of a living witness. The 
dimensions of the cell were so small, as scarcely 
to have permitted James Pamell, though of 
diminutive size, ever to extend himself at full 
length : hia stretched arms might, probably, 
touch the opposite wall, in every direction. 
This will give us some idea of the misery and 
discomfort of His outward situation. But we 
have abundant, and encouraging evidence that, 
in this lonely cell he enjoyed the comfort, and 
support of bis Saviour's presence ; and, like 
Paul and Silas, had a song of praise put into 
hia mouth in the midst of 
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This book should be roiurnea to 
tho lubrary on or before the laat dato 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the apeolfied 
time. 
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